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Nappy 10 announce iliac my co-editor and ATindJirids" publisher, Luke 
Ha ok ip, was one of the finalists For British Council's Young Publishing 
Lnlerprencur Award [Z009J For his work with Mindfidth. Reaffirming, 
Also, reaffirming is our growing list of subscribers* and the Fuel that there 
is even a Mmdfleids page on Facehook. Not bad fora magazine with no 
filmstars - and tots ofeducalors - in its pages! Take a bow, readers l 

This is Liie issue nfgmnls, MK Gandhi's ideas on education; the 
remarkable American mountaineer Greg Mom-nson wish his mission to 
build schools in strife-torn Pakistan and Afghanistan; an interview willi 
sclent Lsi and educator extraordinaire Professor Yash Pal; and a 
transeripl of Sir Ken Robinson's pmvnealivF I a Ik on L Hnw Schools Kill 
Creativity'. 

lljLmk you Ibr your continued support. Do spread I he word, renew your 
subscription, and gift a subscription to a like-minded Friend. 


Warm regards 

Anflmlu Paid 

Co-Editor (with Luke JLaokip) 
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Mindfields aims at making the realm of 
learning accessible to everyone. Every 
quarter, we bring you ideas and original 
writing from the world over, in a format 
that is as compelling as it is colourful and 
easy to understand. 

For only Rs 200, you can get a 1 year 
subscription and become a supporter of 
Mindfields. If you like what you read, why 
not gift a subscription to a friend? 

You can also subscribe online at: 
www.mindfields.in 
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The top schools know that students need all the 
hefp they can get to excel in their studies. That's 
why they have adopted X5EED- 

w, XSEED is a revolutionary new way of 
teaching that your students a big 

advantage - strong foundation fluent 
English and better results in exams, 

if XSEED is developed by education experts 
from Harvard. Cambridge, IIMsand IITs_ 

V XSEED is a unique curriculum and training 
program livn provides teachers the neres 
sary tools for consistency in teaching, 
adding to the overall improvement of 
your stud ents„ 


if XSEED makes Seaming easier for your 
students as they are taught through 
activities and experiences and not 
through textbooks alone. 

Hf Research proves that XSEED really wotks. 
You i students get belter at remembering 
everything. There's also a marked Improve 
ment m iheir understanding of concepts. 

So, give your students the XSEED advantage. 
Make their foundation stronger so ihey 
can compete whh. bright students across 
the country. 

Over 60 school have adopted XSEED to 
enable over' 30.000 students learn better. 


To make your school an XS E ED school, 

email us atxseed^ldiscoverLcom or call us at 09871675971 (Delhi), 

0983 3055 275 (Mumbai), 09980485912 (Bangalore), 095000 822 17 (Chennai), 
09948438045 (Hyderabad), Visit us at www.xseedJdsscaveri.com 



Leading Schools with XSEED 


■ Bangalore International School 

■ Welham Boys School 

■ Adilya Birla World Academy 


Improvement in scores in 
science based on research 
done with Grade V students 


Understanding Biased Questions 



Recall Based Questions 
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i X.SEED 


FOUND ATI O N F 0 ft II F Ef 


Some df the schools with XSEED Advantage: TAMI L NADU: K'SIRS, Hari Shree Wdyabyam, Kamala Ntoan. Oxford MHS-5, Sri ^ndraSaraswatr 
yirfyaSaya, Srinivasa VkJyabaya, Anugraha Primary School ANDHRA PRADESH: Nira? Public School. Paramita, H s gh StbouL New Era Higrh Schoc' 
Glendale Academy Internationa^ KARNATAKA; Bangalore International Schrwi Canara School, The Yenepoya 5chqaL GUJARAT Zenith School. 
MAHARASHTRA: Sandipani School, Adilya Birla World Academy, Children^ Academy.. DELHI & NCR: The Heritage School. ASSAM: Miles Bronson 
Residential School, MADHYA PRADESH: The Mayoor School. CHATTISQARH: Nhi Goel World School JHARKHAND: JUSCO School RAJASTH AN: 
Maharaja Sawai Man Singh Vidyalaya UTTARAKHAND: Welham Boys School. UAE Al Am Junior* School. BHUTAN: Royal Education Council. 


XSEEf 1 is compafiblt' 
vv-l h the Syllabus 
followed hytBSL 
IC5E. IB and various slatp 
matriculation boas tfa. 




I hjivr hEiri the pleasure of 
learning JTum your delightful 
efl'nri for the past one year or 
so. Your magazine collates 
knowledge on various endeavors 
Ihai have been initiated across 
India and Mint brings to us, the 
readers perspectives, whieh are 
both, informed and most of the 
times application based. As an 
academic, I come across a 
potpourri of snide n is wills 
d 1 f fe rcii I ia I n eed s n atte nt t o n 
spans, and other re listed 
behavioural patterns. 

Mind fields, not only exposes us 
to understand such concerns^ 
but af so d e rn t s ns L ra t es hy i ts 
articles on various inhmrives, 
how stich concerns can be heller 
m corpora led into teaching 
pedagogies. 

Alternative educational 
initiatives are pertinent Lo wands 
building an inclusive soeiely 
and in that manner Mindfilcds 
deserves much more than 
congratulations. However, there 
are structural forms of exclusion 
such poverty, deprive lion, 
religion, caste, and gender ek\ 
which Inhibit children from 
accessing even basic education 
(which J feci should be 
compulsory and Freeh further, 
there are issues pertaining ro 
differential curriculum eijicJ 
'exclusive schools'. Apropos, J 
would love to read more on how 
educational practi oners are 
overcoming such systemic 
nuances. 

With bear regards, 

Prastiant Negi 
Assistant Piafessur 

Dr K.R Narayanan Centra for D m and 
Minorities Stud ins, jarnia M ; ! h i Islam ia 


T his letter is to thank 

Mind fie Ids for the excellent 
photos you guys look of me for 
your article, L Scientisl Turned 
Toy maker’. My site 
i w w w. a rv i ndg up la I oy s. eo m \ has 
jusi been named the favourite 
site of 2008 by Super Forest, 
and the photo they have eh n sen 
is from Mindflelds f 

Lavs and p^ce 
Amur! Gupta 

www. a rvi n d tfu ptaloys. com 
by email 


I have read about, and 
subscribed to. your quarterly, 
Mindflelds. I inn an aerospace 
architect with a passion For 
d rsi gn i n g ha bita l s / rove rs / r re w - 
systems for living Off- £ he- 
ld an et. I recently moved to 
M umbai From San Francisco - 
and am busy selling up a new 
base camp,, meeting people, 
making friends, consuming 
tropical friths by -the doxen and 
e x plo ri rig M u ml] Eli's unde rhe] ly . 
in I he psisk \ have helped 
launch 2 public charter schools 
in the US, organized 
intern a litmal science- fiction 
sTnry writing competitions, and 
recently helped create n 
presence For NASA on Second 
Life', 3 love dabbling in 
initiatives Thai involve young 
people (and in some Sense ‘the 
future ) in different ways. 

Nexi year somcrime T I plan to 
launch a non profit (more, a 
mi>vt L menl rrfllly) colled I M ?. f'M 
l Fly Me 1 The Moon). I am 
planning several initiatives 
including one that involves 
getting she Honda rohol 
I AS [MO) lo come be part of 


classrooms in schools that are 
experimenting with new ways oF 
learning. ASEMOs (these will he 
more than one) relationship to 
humans and vice versa would he 
symbiotic and exploratory. 

(Visit here For a glimpse 
http://wnrld, honda.com/ASEMtll 

A SI MU has, so la r t been playing 
the role of a visitor; in this new 
experiment AS IMG will be a 
long-ierm resident (Friend, 
teacher, fellow -cl ass mat eh and 
w rn move with the kids (as they 
move on to the next grade) and 
grow with them. The kids will 
get to learn In eo -exist with 
humanoid roliols who can speak 
l heir language and the robots 
will gel lo learn how to live 
with a species that is at once 
both intelligent and emotional. 
Would he good to share Ideas 
with Mindflelds since you guys 
are interested in ideas and 
alternative learning. 

C beers, 

Sirsmila 
by email 


DO TOMME tSmOUtTOOFfn U57 ORA 
HOOT OTA OR EXPERIENCE TDLTD LIKE TO 
5HARE7 WE'D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU. 
MAIL US AT EUIT0R@MIHDFIEU1S.IH 
SFlfCTTD 1ETTFRS Witt BE PUBLISHED IN 
THFNfKI ISSUE OF MINEFIELDS. 
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‘Literacy in itself is 

no Education’ 

No one rejected colonial education as sharply as M.K, Gandhi did; nor did 
anyone else put forward an alternative as radical as the one he 
proposed, For Gandhi, education was the means by which knowledge of 
the past is passed on to the present generation man organised manner 
He saw education as a life-long process, an instrument of social change 
- and he wanted education to bring about not just economic 
advancement but political evolution and moral responsibility as well 

TflJ^Phocae AmruLa Pa til/ Luke Haakip | Additional Photos: WfcipEdia 



U "T T"ou art? a! die hope of the future, You will be called upon, when 
y you are discharged from your colleges and schools, to enter 
JL upon public life to lead the poor people of I hi s country, 1 
would, therefore like you students to have a sense of your 
responsibility and show it in a much tangible manner li is a 
remarkable fact, and a regrettable fact, that in the case of the vast 
majority of the students, whilst they entertain noble impulses during 
their student days, these disappear when they finish their studies.,," 

The selector/ mirks of Gandhi', Voi. 6, The Voice of Truth 
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Mohan i.ias K a r a mci i aw d 
A BAnaiftouND 


GAwniu; 


M oh a n da s K a ramc hand G a n d h i 
( 3 tS h 1948) was born in Gujarat In 
a reasonably cpnvcriiional middle 
class Endian family Jits f; ilher was 
rhe senior dew an (o Mi rial I of a small 
slate (Fo thandar) before moving on 
in become ibe chief kurbhari 
(adviser) in the principality of 
Kajkot. Young Mohandas Gandhi was an average 
studeni at school who did not particularly excel at 
anything, but did whal was ex peeled of him. Ai die age 
of thirteen he w r as married off to Kaslurhai Makanji. 
ulsn thirteen, the daughter oJ'ei local merehanl. Gandhi 
would go on to strongly condemn ihc L cruel eusinm of 
child niarriE]ge r . At the end of his formal schooling he 
went In England in study law. 

Kl- returned in India briefly, found that he could nt>1 
make a successful career as a lawyer and moved to 
South Africa in 1893, His experiences there were lo 
change his life forever. In South Africa, Gandhi came 
face lo face wilh ihe kind of blatant racism and 
discrimination he had never witnessed in India. The 


"The emphasis laid on the 
principle of spending 
every minute of one’s life 
usefully is the best 
education for citizenship," 


humitimion he fell l nmed him from 
a meek, unassertive individual into 
a deiermined political activist He 
storied off as an advocate on civil 
rights for i he Endian commumlv 
i here, and then became (heir Leader 
in a political movement against 
racial discrimination and for Souih 
African Indian rights. 

Gandhi's methods were always 
unusual. His struggle against the 
authori Lies, in keeping with Isis Hindu beliefs was 
bused oil a sirict adherence to non-violence. The 
siruggle, thus, consisted of passive resistance - the 
peaceful violation uf certain laws, the courting of 
collective arrests (he encouraged his followers in fill 
i he jail's], non -cooperation wilh authority, boycotts 
and spcclactilar marches. These methods were later 
perfected in India in the fig hi for independence from 
the British Empire. 

h is impossible lo distinguish Gandhi's political 
ideology from his ideas on education, Lduvaiion. he 
believed, not only moulds the new generation, hut 
re licet 3 a society's fuEida mental assumptions aboul 
itself and the individuals of which it is composed, fits 
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conceive u grosser superstition than ih is.— We, f/ie 
^nglisA erfifCflferi people tfiunr, ure HWiiide fn assess the 
great loss that this factor has caused. Some idea of Us 
immensity mould he had if me could estimate how little 
we have influenced the general mass of our people. 

7 find daily proof of the increasing 8 continuing 
wrong being done fo the millions hy our false de- 
indrflHmntf education...*. l-Vc seem to have come to 
think that no one can hope to he like a (Subhash 
Chandra} Bose unless he knows English. I cannot 
conceive a grosser superstition than this .... We f she 
English educated people nhn(\ are unable So assess the 
great loss that this factor has caused. Some idea of its 
immensity would be had if we could estimate how tittle 
we have influenced the general muss of our people. 

7 f i\ my considered opinion that English education in 
the manner it has heeir given has cm use a I used she 
English educated Indi a rz ... Th c p roc ess of d is placing the 
vernacular* has been one of the saddest chapters in 
(he British connection.... No con ntry can become a 
station by producing a race of imitators „„ The sooner, 
therefore educated India shakes itself free front she 
hypnotic spell of the foreign medium, the better it 
would be for them and the people.* 

'The selected works ofGandki\ 
VoL 6, The Voice of Truth 


experience in Sotilh Africa not only ehanged his 
oullouk on politics but also helped him Lu see the role 
education played in shat straggle. 

Gandhi bad been a product of Western education, and 
for a while in South Africa, hr persuaded Indians \q 
take advantage of ii. However, in his mid -thirties, as 
his own [lolilital convictions became more solid, he 
became openly opposed to English education. He was 
enraged I hoi lie bad to speak of Home Rule or 
Independence in what was clearly a foreign tongue, 
thas be could noi practice in court in his mol her 
rongue, iluii all official documents wen- in English as 
were nil l he best newspapers and lhal education was 
carried our in English for ihe chosen few. Tn give 
millions a knowledge of English is to enslave therm" 
he mu id. "...Uy receiving English eduenlion, we have 
enslaved die nation," 

Swaraj, Swalu.mii and Non Wfstfek L d u c ateun 

“I find daily proof of She increasing ft continuing 
wrong being done to the mill ions by our false de 
tnd ionising education..., WV stem ru Irf?F j e come so 
think that no one can hope to be like a (Subhush 
Chandra) Bose unless he knows English. I cannot 


Gandhi was vehement in his rejection of Western 
influences nr 'modern isal ion r which people blindly, 
unquesfioningly accepted as progress. He believed ihat 
l he stranglehold of industrialisation and maLerialism 
(which the British Empire limugln) posed a threat to 
Indian village communiiles that had traditionally been 
se if - 5 u ffi e ie n 1 a n d se I F- govern ing. W h a I G a mill] 
aspired for was J swaraj' and ‘swadcshi' - autonomy 
and self-reliance. Swaraj H for Gandhi was ntd jusi 
abtsiii ousting the British from Indiu. He wanted the 
value system of ihc Hrilish l(aj to be replaced by a 
simpler, more spiritual, communal life - based on the 
art helypal Indian village, 

"My idea of village swaruj is that it is a com tilde 
republic t independent of zis neighbours for its own 
vital wants, and yet interdependent for many others in 
j t'h ieh 1 d epe a d cncc i s 0 Jr eces s i fy, *" 

"..Every village's first concern will he to grott' its own 
food crops and cotton for its cloth. It should have a 
res en '€ Jo r i is ca 1 1 lc. ree r< vr j io n a nd p I rv \ g ro u 0 d fo r 
adults and children. Then, if there is more land 
available T it will grow useful money crops, thus 
excluding gun jit r tobacco , opium ond ihe like. The 
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village mil main tain a pillage 
theatre, school and public hall. It 
will have lit, hit pi waterworks, 
ensuring dean water supply. This 
can he done through controlled 
wells or tanks. Education will Ire 
compulsory up to the final basic 
course. .-Vs far us possible rpery 
activity will he conducted on r he 
co-operative basis , H 

For Gandhi, educaiiun meant holistic 
nurture of mind and body. He 
emphasised ihc three II H s (head, 
heart* hand) rather than the three R’s 
(reading, writing, arithmetic). 

Discipline was a key aspect of iiis 
concept uf edm. ion. as also was she learning of mamtaS 
skills, Work experience, he Felt, stimulates the mind. 
Unfortunately, Gandhi's call for an all-round education 
has gone unheeded today. Most urban schools lay loo 
much stress on studies and look down upon manual 
work. 

Gandhi wanted education in equip the youth to handle 
the tremendous changes that u society m transition 


ill rows up,. He wanted education to 
nurture individuals with strength 
of character. Ai the same lime he 
believed that education should be 
need -based. Education* he believed 
ought to put a stop to 
unemployment and result in 
ecu ti si m i c se I f-sufUcie ncy . 

Gandhi's basic idea of cducaiinn 
was, therefore, an embodiment of 
his perception that an ideal society 
eon. si sled of small, self-reliant 
communities wilh rhe ideal citizen 
being an industrious, self- 
respecting and generous Individual 
living in a small cooperative 
co mm unity. He wanted the Indian education system to 
strike a balance between individual good and 
community good, lie wanted education to train 
individuals to ihinfc independently* critically and 
creatively attd thereby bring about personal worth, 
dignity and self- sufficiency. ti was an education Muse 
considered the whole person* rather than 
concentrating on otic aspect of him or her. Education 
was a highly moral activity. 


"Craft, Art, Health and 
Education should ali be 
integrated into one 
scheme. Nat Taiim is a 
beautiful blend of all the 
four and covers the 
whole education of the 
individual from the time 
of conception to the 
moment of death..." 
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The core of his proposal was rhe learning oFhandieratis 
in the school curriculum. The idea was not simply to 
introduce handicrafts as a compulsory school subject, 
but to make it the centrepiece of the entire teaching 
programme. It implied a radical restructuring of the 
sociology of school knowledge in India, where 
productive handicrafts had been associated with ibe 
lowesi groups in the hierarchy of the caste system. 


Knowledge of the production processes Involved in 
crabs, such as spinning, weaving, leal her- work, 
pott e ry . m e t a l ■ - wo r k, b si s ket -making and bo ok - 
binding, hud been the work of specific caste groups in 
the lowest stratum of the traditional social hierarchy. 
India's own tradition of education as well as I he 
colonial education system bad emphasised skills such 
as literacy and acquisition of knowledge of which the 
upper castes had a monopoly. 

Gandhi proposal to introduce productive handicrafts 
into the school system was not as outrageous as may 
appear What he really wanted was for the schools to 
be self-suppor1ing H as Far as possible. There were two 
reasons for I his. Firstly, a poor society such as India 
simply could not afford to provide education for all 
children unless I he schools could generate resources 


from within. Secondly. I lie more financially 
independent the schools were, I he more politically 
independent ihcy could be, What Gandhi wanted to 
avoid was dependence on the stare, which he Felt 
would mean interference from the centre. 

Gandhi's social philosophy and ibe curriculum of what 
he called basic education 1 favou red I lie child 
belonging so the lowest stratum nl society in such a 
way that it implied a programme ol' social 
transformation. It sought to alter I he symbolic 
meaning of ^education' and to change the established 
structure of opportunities For education. 

The krm 'religious education’ in Gandhi's writing may 
bring forth strong reactions today - bul what Gandhi 
wanted was for children to study Use Important tends 
of all religions, so they become aware of the 
similarities rather than the inconsequential 
dissimilar! lies Chat fuel so much hatred. Ln the current 
atmosphere of heightened religious and sectarian 
tensions anil crumbling values, Gandhi’s call lor 
religious education should be micrpreied as a call tor 
value- based education. 

Above all else. Gandhi valued self-sufficiency and 
autonomy. These were vital lor his vision of an 
independent India made up of autonomous village 
rn mm unities lo survive. 3L was rhe combination of 
swaraj and swadeshi as it related to the education 
system. A si ale system of education within an 
Independent India would have been a complete 
contradiction ms I j i r as Gandhi was concerned. 

Gandhi's insistence on autonomy satid self- regulation 
finds reflection in the ethos of informal education. 
Gandhi’s basic education’ was concerned with 
learning ihuL was generated within everyday life 
which is I he basis on which informal educators work, 
fi was also an education focused on (he individual hut 
reliant on co-operation between individuals. 

On T lac h i no 

■■ A icaeher mho establishes rapport with ih e taught t 
becomes one irith them, leant s more j ram Them than 
he teaches them. He who lea ms nothing from his 
disciples is. in my opinion, worthless. Whenever I 
talk with someone f learn from him. 1 take from him 
marc than I give him. In this mays a true teacher 
r epa rds h t m se{ f as a student of h is s t n det ns. IJ yo u 
will teach your pupils with this attitude, you will 
benefit much from them." 

(Talk to KhatU Vidyalava Students, Sera gram, Sevak r 
l 5 Feb rua n 1 J 94 2 CW VS, p- 2691 


ttMfflDmUDS FSHSiT 


WWW.MINDflEU3S.IW 





to sfhi)(]l should bfi’ninp useless as hr does 
ht-eome, as an agricultural labourer." 

**t ralt. An, Health and edticasion should all lie 
integrated into one scheme. Nad Talim is a 
beautiful blend of all the lour and covers the 
whole education of the individual from iht 
lime of conception to the moment of death..." 


“Persistent questioning and healthy 
inquisitiveness are the fir',? requisite for 
acquiring learning of any kind. Inquisitiveness 
should Ik- tempered by humility and respectful 
regard for the teacher. It must not degenerate 
into impudence. The hi r ter is the enemy of the 
receptivity of mind. There can be no knowledge 
without humility and She will to learn." 


Head, Hand, Heart 


'The school musi Iil- an extension of home there 
must be concordance between she impressions 
which a child gathers at home and at school, if 
i he he si results are to be obtained. Education 
throu gh i h v m ed i u m o f s 1 range tong ue b r c a k s 
the concordance which should exist... The harm 
done by this alien type ol' education does not 
stop here; if goes much further. U has produced 
a gulf between the educated classes and the 
masses. The people look tin us as beings apari 
from them," 

i> 

^The ancient aphorism "Education Is thsl which 
liberties W T h as true as it was before. 

Education here does no I mean mere sptrilual 
knowledge, nor does liberal! on signify spiritual 
liberation after death. Knowledge includes uli 
training I bar is useful for the service of 
mankind and liberation means freedom of all 
manner of servitude is ni cwo kinds: slavery to 
domination from outside and iu one's own 
artificial needs. The knowledge acquired in ihc 
pursuit of this idea! alone contributes trite 
sllj tly,” 

"Our system of education leads to ihc 
development of the mind, body and soul. The 
ordinary system cares only for she mind-., 

Useful manual labour, intelligently performed Is 
(be means par excellence for developing the 
intellect™ Our children tnusl from their 
infancy be taught the dignity of such labour,., 
not be taught to despise labour. There is no 
reason why a peasant's son u her having gone 


The right to autonomy I hat Gandhi's educational plan 
assigns m the teacher in ihc context of Ihc school's 
daily curriculum is consistent with the libertarian 
principles Thai he .shared with Tolstoy. Gandhi wanted 
10 free 1 hr Indian teacher From interference from 
outside, particularly government or stale 
bureaucracy. Under colonial mte, the leacber had a 
prescribed jo b to do that was based on what I he 
authorities warned Ihc children to learn. Textbooks 
were mandatory so that Gandhi found that The living 
word of the teacher has very I it lie value. A I cachet 
wlm teaches from textbooks docs not imparl 
originality to his pupils’. 


Gandhi’s plan r on the other hand, implied the end of 
ihc leachers subservience 10 the prescribed icxihonk 
and the curriculum. !i presented a concept of learning 
that simply could not be fully implemented with the 
help of textbooks. Of equal, if noi more importance, 
was the irecdom it gave she teacher in matters of 
curriculum. It denied the stale Ibe power lo decide 
what leathers taughi and what Ihey did in ihc 
classroom. U gave autonomy In I he teacher bui ir was, 
above nll n a libcMarian approach lo schooling i hat 
transferred power from the state to the village. ■ 
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Distinguished scientist and stalwart educator Professor Yosb Pal talks to 
Rima Chibb about classrooms, curriculums, and lifelong learning. 


Interview: Rime Chhifc | PhtQCDG. SLuJrO Umbilical. Pr uf. Vasli Pal'a pereanal Dfittactitxi 


Tell us nbciul ' inquiring minds'... How does science come in in the 
framework when we talk about kids? 

I chink children arc naturally curious. In than sense they are horn 
scientists. They are always fond of finding things out, they keep on 
asking questions* They also experiment. When ti baby sees a little 
ball it touches it. rolls it around, puts it in its mouth - it is trying to 
find out. So this is an inherent quality of humans, that they are 
curious. Many a time ! Feel it is not so much a question of teaching; 
it is a question of ensuring you do not destroy this inherent 
eapability (to be inquisitive) but build on it. 

You had talked about discovering poetry through science. 

You see things working together and begin to notice the same 
principles applying, whether you play cricket, throw [an t>bjcei} T see 
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ABOUT PROFESSOR YASHPAL 

Born: 26lb\ November 1 926 

Education: 

■ Pastgradualiari in Physics at Punjab University in 1949, 
jomcd fbe lata InsJitute of Fundamental Research. 

■ : n 1958 obtained Fh D. degree sn Physics from the 
Massachusetts InsBitute- of Technology. 

Professional 

■ Visiting Professor a! the NeiSs Bohr Instilute 
Copenhagen, University of Positions .Maryland, 
California Institute ol fechno^ogy, Danish Space 
Research Institute. 

* Chairman, University Grants Commission [1 986-9 l|l 

■ Secretary Department oF Science & Technobgy j 1 934- 

86 } 

■ Chief Consultant. Planning Commission (1933 84) 

■ Secretary General, oFthe 2nd United National 
Conference on Peaceful Uses of Outer Space ( 1 98 1-82) 

■ Distinguished Scientist, Indian Space Research 
Organisation j 1980-8 3 1 

■ Director, Space Applications Centre, Aiimedobod 
(1973-8 IF 

■ Professor, fata Institute of Fundamental Research fupio 
i983) 

Area of Warit 

■ Ftddsof Cosmic Roys' High Energy Physics, 
Astrophysics; Science Education; Space Technology; 
Communication and Development; Education, 

Honours and Awards 

■ In 1976 Awarded Pa dm a Bhushan by the Government 
oF Indio Fcn contribution to Science and Space 
Technology 


something lulling, observe planets going around the 
sun - tli ere are the same principles at work , 

You realise finally that the stuff we are made up of 
was (first) cooked in the middle of a star! That we 
are all star children! There is philosophy in Lhal + 
there is poetry and spirituality - ami nobody can 
change it. It isn't a spirituality which arises because 
somebody said so h it is a spirituality which is 
Inherent In die structure. 

When Einstein spoke about theories, he used the 
phrase ’musicality of theories C 'Musicality'. There is 
this higher level of aesthetics involved even in 
science. Without [Fiat science would be nothing. [You 
don’t need to} keep on harping about musicality and 
spirituality. It emerges automatically through 
understanding. 

What Fs rhe stains nf science teaching in India? You 
have mentioned the tragic consequences of 
centralised teaching and an overloaded curriculum. 

Our heller schools are as good as anywhere else - 
but we Fiave a problem: we don't allow enough 
freedom - it happens because of a pressure to score 
a HHIM'ii. You can score a 100% nni through 
understanding, but through mugging up. And so 
mugging up takes priority over understanding, and 
rhal destroys everything. 

Then, in top il all r you send children to coaching 
classes. Coaching classes are the worst tiling to 
happen to education because they (claim to] know 
exactly vvliat to do, bow to answer, wbal tricks to 
follow in order to gel shat extra mark. II is 
ridiculous! These hurdle races are ami-educational 
and E think we have to somehow escape Eh tun. 

Flow should a science curriculum be farmed? 

We should learu from children about what to teach 
them. 1 personally believe if you keep your cars 
open and if you encourage I he curiosity in children, 
you’ll find the questions, the kind of questions 
which come. Out of rhai yon can begin to frame a 
curriculum - and you can then go off ul tangents. 
Going off at a tangent from something you are 
discovering is a marvellous thing] ‘Esse ych baat 
mkulli hah nsse yell nlkalti baf kind of 
connect ions ---if you keep on doing this then you 
rrcalc a world oT understanding and connectivity for 
which you should give credit to children. 

If wc really can do that, in lad, J would say you 


i 4 MINEFIELDS FIRST tpiBUt 2m 


ttmMiNDflUDS.IH 



dfiTi't need any teacher 
trarmjig tamps. If teachers 
keep 013 learning from 
children they" 3 3 never he 
out of date, because 
children are more current 
1 1 1 . m any textbook w ri tte si ! 
Respect (heir curiosity and 
if you don't know the 
answer, tel 3 them, "Bhai, i 
don't know. Shall we find 
aui together?* 


| NATIONAL CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK jNCFf 
I 2005 

"I feef ihpf my experience with children's queries, 
through postcards, from Television, the internet, 
hundreds of face-to-face interactions and 
thousands of questions through newspaper . . all 
this earning influenced the framing of the 
National Curricullum Framework 2005* 

- Professor Yosh Pol 


Connecting science and 

We had an All India Science Teachers Organisation 
and were working tin a science curriculum. A 
question was raised by the Education Officer of 
Bombay Municipal Corporation - “You guys keep nn 
sitting here doing research, why don't you help us in 
schools?" So I volunteered with some friends to 
work with children in various public schools. 


kinds of arts and crafts 
and cuisine, 

[I I n for tu na id y ) m any 

crealive impulses are 
suppressed because they 
are not 'saleable 1 , cannot 
be advertised. 

I admire the way iribai 
people in Assam can pick 
up u few bamboos and 
things and put them 
together in the right way 
to make a hut. They know 
it will be strong, that (hey won t fall off it. That is 
very creative. They also have ways in which people 
ctmie and pitch in and work in a community setting. 
If somebody's house needs to be repaired or moved 
suddenly, neighbours come and help build a new 
house. Now thai is what is cooperative creative 
management: a whole community working together. 
Ie is a beautiful thing. 


We found out straight away (hat the examples we 
had given, the things we used in the laboratories - 
rhey didn't work with these children! They had a 
different experience at home, and it needed to be 
taken into account. 


TeU us your ideas abuui (rehuology and lea nil tig. 

frtedha forces everybody to skim the surface - don't 
go deep into anyibing, stay on the surface 
— remember our brand name, don't try and 
understand anything or see if things are true or 
false, or check whether it is really a good thing to 
have salt in your toothpaste - that is the message 
of media. (Journal ists) come Lo me and say, 
"Professor YashpaS tell us something in brief." And 
I ask Ihem, what do you want? And they reply, M We 
want a soundbyte.* They want bytes. Little words 
here and there, no depth. 

The same is true of what we call * surfing' (TV 
channels or the internet). Children get into the habit 

of surfing, staying on the 
surface. i think the 
internet and the 
worldwide web are 
marvellous things but you 
need to be engaged with 
something to ask the right 
questions and separate the 
nonsense from what you 
really want. 

Technology should he for 
widening (he dimensions 
of learning rather than for 
depth of learning. Use It 
discrim mutely, It's ihe 
same with TV. There is so 


Tor example, we were talking of water pressure one 
day - take a big drum and make holes at various 
places then yuuTE find ihai the amount of water 
coining from the bottom-most hole will be more 
because of the pressure. And a child piped up, "Yes, 
when we store wheat in a gunny sack ui home, and 
the rui gnaws holes in it, then the wheat comes out 
from the bottom with more force!" (When you teach 
children to connect things) every day experiences 

BASIC ELEMENTS OF NCF 2005 

■ Education is not delivered; it is constructed or 
created by each child 

■ Observation and curious ity io understand what 
is observed h an integral component of living 
and growing up 

■ Our systems with rigidly defined syllabi and 
fixed ways of transacting only that which is in 
the syllabus, wipe oway all natural curiosity 

■ Learning should not be confined within specific 
disciplines . Learning from fife and creaEivity con 
never be contained in any singfe discipline 


become a science 
experiment! Scientific 
language almost becomes 
redundant. 

You say that the creation 
of all new (firings) should 
be rhe role uf all human 
beings and nobody should 
remain a consumer. How 
do we ensure that our i 
children really become 
creators? 

Creating is a genetic 
impulse and we have lots 
of people who create all 
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much nonsense. This 
program, Shah Rukh 
Khan's Taanchvi Pass' - 
whal a ridiculous (hang it 
is - l hey get little 
children who have 
memorised (random 
school bn [>k Irivia) and pit 
adults against them. And 
they propagate t bis; as "knowledge 1 

You've said that we need in make 
disciplines mure p urn us. 


WHEN EINSTEIN SPOKE ABOUT THEORIES, HE USED THE 
PHRASE! 1 MUSIC ALITY OF THEORIES 1 . 'MUSICALITY' 

THERE IB THIS HIGHER LEVEL OF AESTHETICS INVOLVED 
EVEN IN SCIENCE. WITHOUT THAr SCIENCE WOULD BE 
NOTHING- 


they'll been me much 


different places. It is not as 
tough as we make it nui in 
be. Maybe il would help to 
shut down schools for a 
while (chuckles). let 
children have a year in 
belween after school - to- 
be themselves before the 
exams. You'll see that 
beller children. 


the walls between 


This is precisely the problem, this (laboured) 
Vormerthm 1 he I ween outside and inside and rhe 
connection between disciplines. There is nothing 
fantastic about it - il is natural. Every time some 
new riling emerges, il emerges at the boundary of 
l wo (or three, or four!) 
disciplines. 


But we put our disciplines 
in airtight containers^ 
making cubicles tif 
learning. The whole 
notion of 'disciplines' 
perhaps came tn us 
ihrough our caste system 
- "This is for vou r this is 
not open tn you.” - and 
through the feeling that 
all that is worth knowing 
has already been 
discovered. "This is in the 
Ejiiu, that is in the Vedas," 



The Indian middle class has become very fond of this 
phrase “Aaj ka! competition ka 7 a man a hai T ji" 
(This is the era of competition). Whin does it mean 
anyway - Competition ka zamana 1 ? You are the 
ones who sei up competition like Taanchvi Pass" 
(laughs) and "Katin Banega Crnrepati' - nobody else 
Imposes competitions un you. 


How du we ensure I ha I 
cl a ss rou in s e s ic o u rag e 

scientific thinking, and the 
sptril of inquiry? 

Before classrooms change, 
the mindset of people has 
to change. For example, 
there are some very good 
books available from 
NCERT, but some of ibe 
public schools say, H 0h 
those books are for the 
poor and underprivileged, 
they cost only thirty five 
rupees/ 


HH 1 K v,v*hk*L 1 /uTTH CHlDPEN Cf HE mtIMD5 11 » I 


1 say, 0 brother, even tiud needs to carry out 
research these days! (laughs,) He may have created 
ihe world, but it's no lunger in his control. The world 
may yet yield things that he may noi have known 
about, and if he comes here now - he will have io 
find out! 

Bui schools have hud the boundaries of Fnglish* 
Hindi, Math, Science, Social Studies righi from the 
beginning. 


Even defining these 
disciplines should alien 
Lite is not discipline 
imprisoned and that is 
why questions are 
impurlunl. Questions 
should be of a kind where 
you pick things from 


THE MEDIA FORCES EVERYBODY TO 5KIM, THE 

SURFACE I THINK THE INTERNET AND THE WORLD 

WIDE WEB ARE MAKVFlOUS THINGS BUT YOU NEED TO 
BE ENGAGED WITH SOMETHING 30 ASK THE RIGHT 
QUESTIONS AND SEPARATE THE NONSENSE: FROM 
WHAT YOU REALLY WANT, 


The rationale being, that if 
something costs more, it is better. That's not true, 
sometimes the less a thing costs, the better il is. The 
mentality tif teachers needs to change, and move 
importantly, the mentality of management needs to 
change simultaneously. I musi say iliai one worked 
very bard wiih CBSE and they did iry out quite a 
lew things. 

Some days ago, I received a very nice article by Kiran 

Karnik about the The 
Kalam syndrome 1 . in 
Aishwarya RaTs beauty 
queen days, she was asked 
who her hero was, and she 
said Mother Teresa and won 
the crown. Similarly, ihcsc 
days when you interview 
people for any kind of job 
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and ask. “Who is your hero?*\ the answer is always 
J AP.l Abdul Kaiam 1 and nobody else. In coaching 
classes, they have been (old that I he answer 'Kaiam' 
will work. So many people from so many different 
backgrounds, sn many different experiences - but 
their answer lor l Who is your hero' is standardised. 
People have standardised everything. (Laughs) 


You 1 vc led a lull life. 

Fullness means being engaged. This is how it should 
be. I received a letter yesterday that said, “If you are 
not your body Professor Yash Pal, then who are 
you?" So I started thinking about who I pirn. 
Everybody seems to ask rbis question - “Who am l? 1F 


How would you define learning without burden? 

What is the big deal if you understand something, 

it is nut a burden. 

Once I was in an educational seminar in Bangalore 
and saw a 3rd or 4th standard bonk in which 
children were asked to name the capitals uf 
countries like Kyrgyzstan and so on. So I asked the 
governor who was presiding over the seminar, “Sir, 
may I request you to give me the answers 
(laughing), T am sure you have been to all these 
countries and remember Ibcir capitals/' 

Why bother the children, yaar, 9 t"s written 
somewhere, l bey can II nd out when they have to 
travel to these places, frying to mug up this sort of 
use less information is a burden. 


3 am nearly 82 years; people think that I should 
have tukrn sanyaas long ago. 1 \aid, In hell with 
them, I’ve never worked harder, and 1 work because 
it T s a joy. Sure. I cannot climb six flights of stairs 
effortlessly like E used Co, but that's not all [here is 
in the world. If you ask me if J want eu be forty 
years old or twenty years old again - 1 would say, it 
would be marvellous but, no thanks. Between (the 
ages of] forty and eighty, my god, I have learnt so 
much, collected so many memories - I don't want to 
lose [hem. ■ 
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SALAAM BAALAK. 

CELEBRATING SURVIVORS 


It started with a film ■ Mira Nair f s 'Salaam Bombay! [1988] - and it grew into a 
full-fledged effort to care for, protect, and nurture neglected street children. 
Salaam Baalak Trust works children in the underbelly of the city, and offers them 
full-care residential facilities, education, health care, repatriation... and a chance to 
reclaim their childhood, 

TexK iSUmrtJfia Petil/bjkj&Hflpkip | PhQte UJki* hbokip &a[Wi Seated 


W hf'rt you ta^in your journey as a runaway oh Eld on :i railway 
platftjrm in New Delhi, it. takes eouiaffe T rind time, to believe thsi 
a threatening world can make way for better things. '^daam 
Baalak Trosi ISBT} helps lost children do just that. Thrir work provides street 
and working children with liel environment where they nts discover Ihc-ir 
skills and talents, realm’ their rights, and reclaim their childhoods. 

It is a multi pronged intervention process - from repatriation to 
rehabilitation* day-care programs fulHime residences, education to 
1 1 eul ill care, from building emotional stability to building financial 
independence. 


18 MIHDHEUK I IRST QnMRIbK 20C9 


WW,MWlDFlEkDSJN 





OUTREACH 



Maicinu comer 


The niosi crucial aspecr of SUTs intervention program \\ 
to make timely connect If possible, a* soon ns- a runaway 
child arrives in a hostUiv alien city, SBT stall Hrsi meets 
these children at “contact points" strategically located in 
railway si a I ions, crowded bus depots, city bylanes. 
Because of their vulnerability, gang leaders arc able to 
coerce newcomers into drug-peddling and other 
organ isecd crime, .Staff members tty In identify vulnerable 
children before they fall firry to antisocial elements active 
in [he urea. 

The first person a new child meets at a contact point, is a 
peer eductor much like hintsdr. Peer educators are sm-n 
children wilh a long association with SBT. Their role is to 
reach out to new arrivals, share their own si ones, and 
build trust. Contact points an 1 nan as day-care programs, 
and many of them have developed their own niche. 

The eoniaci point of Kishalayu (near Connaught Place) 
provides behaviour modification support lo almost thirty 
children daily - many of I hem habitual drug users. Prema 
Lenlre fSuket), on the other hand, reaches out to children 
who live with their families on the si red. Many of them 
live with drug-depeiidani single parents, arid i hc-ir only 
interactions are with prospective customers ol l he 
balloons, small toys or flowers I hey peddle. 


SALAAM BOMBAY! 


"We knew that, if we made any profit from the 
movie, we wanted to continue this work (interacting 
with the strict children who were she film’s cast). We 
looked all uven..iherc were so many rehab programs 
I ha I cleaned up the kids on Friday and put them back 
on the streets on Saturday. Or they were very into 
rehabilitation - "You can't he a street kid” and all 
dial. None of them reflected our philosophy, which 
was to accept them as who they were- -So we created 
our own program... Salaam BaaSak IrusL My mother, 
who is a social worker, is chairperson of the trusl. I 
really think it’s one of those rare occurrences in film 
where there Isas been a real impact.. .its changed (be 
way fhe Indian govern men r regards street kids. I 
think ibis has been a result of lhe vibrant activities 
uf (Salaam Baalak Trust}, which l don't run (mysell}.* 


Mira flair, Dirtrtor of "Salaam Bombay f\ 
if? an iiU&viett* ir\ r rfi ffic Guardian. June 2002 
Pm&fds. JVkmot Whir's film recur towards establishing 
SafGQtn Baidak Trust in 1988. 
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’with the imperative Lhat there Ls no 
hi^h-er priority , no mission more 
important than that of education. 


children to interact with their peers 
from diverse backgrounds. It also 
helps instill a sense of arosun lability, 
positive competition and die ties in: U> 
excel. .SRT child ecu arc admitted into 
both, privaie and government schools 
o f repute. So far, the Tuist has been 
able lu mainstream approx 3500 
children in various classes. This year 
r>4 children were admitted into 
various mainstream schools. 


F duration of children at SET has to 
be need -based and demand- driven. 
To fulfill these criteria, the trusi 
employs various schemes of 
educational intervention* ho Eh forma! 
and non- formal. Wherever possible, 

I he objective is to bring children into 
mainstream education. The 
overriding goal. 1 hough. Is to help 
children develop into informed, 
capable, and responsible citizens of 
our nation arid she world, To these 
ends wc variously eat gage with the 
National Institute of Open Schooling 
(NIGS), formal schools, non-form a l 
education, and bridge courses. 


NON- FORMAL LOUCWON (NFL) 

MMBm Non- form a I education as SBT lakes 
care of children's indivi[Jual 

I2BT1I c ^ m u 1 ■ Qn a ■ n ee ds. The pri m ary goal 
of this program fs to motivate and 
] prepare children to gain admission 
into formal school. Also it imparts 
life skills in cope- up with their 
circumstances, NFE focuses on interesting and 
interactive learuEng ib rough a participatory approach. 
A. wide range of techniques are employed under the 
program, including painting, games, story, telling, 
papier mac he, songs, quizzes, bach bon ki ad alar etc. 


NAUUNAL INSTTTHTF OF OPEN SCHOGi.lNLi 
NIOS is a national scheme for open learning to which 
SET was accredited in September 2000. SBT has 
developed innovative syllabi for levels A, B r L'l C 
(equivalent to grade 3rd* Sth, ft 8th 1 with Lhc help of 
NIOS. Originally intended lor SBT children, thc.se 
courses are available to other young learners as well, 
providing an ulirmative route In educational 
attain ment or higher education, Since the aecrcdiinikm 
to NIG\ 4SL children, including 1 SO girls, have passed 
N[QS (basic) exams. During the year. 132 children 
reg i st c red lo r N I0S ex u 1 1 i i n : 1 1 ions. 


BRIOUt EDUCATION/ COTIKSf 

SBT also provides bridge courses to those trhlldren 
who have .sobered breaks in I heir formal education. 
The program provides Intensive coaching to such 
children, aiming lo help them rejoin formal schooling 
In a class appropriate to rheir age. 


S BT believes thal there is no 
instant solution for children who 
have been denied ihcir right to 
education. However, wc arc charged 


EDUCATIONAL 

PROGRAMS AT SBT 


ldkmal education 

Ideally, SB'J would like Lo channel 
every child into mu in stream 
education. Formal education enables 


The first objective ui all contact points is to send runaway 
or tosi children back to iheir families (in 2008 alone. SSI 
children were restored to the] i families by SBT). Staff 
accompany the child buck home: and coueiscI rhe family 
members lo ensure the child does not run away again - 
people like lhc village head and school headmaster are 
encouraged to support the process of rein legrating the 
child into the community Where repatriation is nor an 
option, children are encouraged cm join Salaam Baalak 
Trust's shelter homes Ibr Fill] -time care. 

HriML AWAY FROM HOMT 

SBT has four full-care residential programs - Aa.srn, Apna 
Gliar and Armaan (for buys) and Arushi (for girls) - in 
give children refuge against harsh si reel life. Most of the 
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children have been surv syncs of physical and 
psychological trauma - and one cannol over-emphasize 
die role a secure shelter plays. The simplest of provisions 
- a safe place to sleep, a kind word at lunch - can 
mi ns fo rm injured souls into soaring lives. 

The resident ial programs have full-time doctors to keep 
a close eye on individual health records; and ihere is 
careful supervision of the childrens' education. When 
children flee their homes, education is a certain 
casualty. Children find it hard to get an ad miss ion into 
regular schools a Her an unscheduled break in 
academics - especially in higher r hisses, SFlT rrie^. to 
ensure dim the children are enrolled in regular private 
or public schools, or in non-forma! schooling systems 
like National Open School. 


SB I has a centralized education system, through a child’s 
educational progress can be assessed a I any point in rime. 
An in house education committee ensures a streamlined 
coordination of educational activities and teacher training 
a! differenl SRT centers. Volunteers assist with homework 
and remedial support when required. All the busk needs 
of the children - shoes, daily -wear clothes and uniforms, 
winter gear - are provided; as are nutritious and balanced 
meals made by Ihe SET kitchens. 

Thr olher valuable investment SBT makes in its children 
is that of economic independence. Children are involved 
in various crafrs like - candle making, macrame. papier 
murhc and ihr products are sold ul highly visible runlets 
li j ihecily, such as Fsibindfa and Dilli fiaat. Profits go in to 
the hank savings account of' children responsible for 


I I was early Sunday morning. 

The meeting poim New Delhi 
Railway Station - was si ill sleepy 
Wc met with two young 
te e n a go as . b o \ h chan r i n g ; e a c h 
having come to Salaam BaaEak 
with 1 hear own experiences, 
histories, hopes, dreams and, yes, 
difficulties as well* One spoke nf 
his dream to he a Bollywood 
actor and woo Sri often flash a 
film -ready smile. 

Out walk started at the station, 
then ventured into the 
surrounding areas. We heard 
stories of t ruin -jumping, which 
trains were the must lucrative, on 
which trains one found the must 
fruit ur forgo Men packages. Some 
children focused on collecting 
discarded rags, some hid on the 
tra cks to jump on a train s ecu n d s 
after it entered the station* 
looking for anything left behind. 

They told stories of she many difficulties they 
experienced; altercations with police, wish She 
gangs Hurl co m rolled each area, problems with 
each other, the dangers of hiding on tracks 
wailing l or incoming trains, selling fruit back so 
the frulT stands., Site allure of substances* and she 
ability ro be on one's own. 

One of our guides lei's home as the age of 8 and 
ihe oilier somewhat earlier. While quite young, 
(heir lives as: home were problematic and while 
being on the si reels had it's own sec of 


difficulties, li came with the 
allure of being in she lug eiiy and 
the possibility of a different life. 

Each guide now worked fnr 
Salaam Rjtaluk. Besides offering 
these H insider sours/ they 
frequented the Train station and 
i rich to help get other children 
off ihe ss.rc.eis and into one of 
their programs. 

They talked about their 
difficulties in getting off the 
isl reels, how hard it was co give 
up the freedom il offered, but 
how the people of Sola am Raalak 
offered them much help - from 
lilcracy, to help with the police, 
to overcoming dependencies * hut 
as a child living on oue L s own, is 
was uficji hard io realize why 
they needed that help and in 
learn ru I rust. 

After walking the streets of Delhi, we visited their 
home at one of the residences for older youths 
and then went to a centre for young ones. Salaam 
Raalak was a haven for so many of shese 
children., making Ihe s ran si f ion off ihe si reels 
much easier and giving I hem a. structure and a 
possibilily \‘aj another life. It was both 
heartwarming and bea rib miking. The problem is 
nni specific io Delhi . indie or even Asia - Hiere so 
many more Sal mum Ran Inks the world needs. 

Atefte Raponi is a Canada-based ants r. 

She rveai on mo of Salaam Bn link's oily walks in 2007. 
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Chalts Phirta School, a mobile school von leased 
by Sal yam BaaJnk Trust enables it to participate 
in the Universal Hlcmcntary Education Program. 
The mobile school route hails ai lour communities 
in Delhi, and targets children between 6-14 years 
who have never been lo school- ft aims to 
stimulate an interest in education, sensitise 
parents, acid eventually enroll the children in 
school. 


At each strip, ihc van spends two hours in 
activities such as TV screening games, non- formal 
education* group discussions, and counseling 
sessions ms health. hygiene, social skills, and child 
rights, l irsl Aid and supplcmcninry nutrition are 
made available at the end of every session. 



CHILDLIKE [DIAL 10981 

CHILDLIKE is d ^4 hours telephone emergency service 
for children in distress. 

Working in coordination with the govern men i and 
oilier NGOs, Salaam Baalak Trust operates the Central 
Zone of Delhi's □lildtiue. This year Childlinc provided 
services lo 1 son children, including shelter, medical, 
intervention, repat rial in n t emolinnal guidance Eft 
counseling. 

KIND OF calls run. m inf HANDLES- ■ Medical Calls 
■ Shelter Calls ■ Repatriation ■ Child Lost ■ Rescue/ 
Protection from Abuse m Direct Jriservcntion Calls 


ill el r production. Those whose earnings are banked are 
encouraged to maintain their balances, wflb incentives to 
build up savings. 

Children above ihe age of fifteen receive training in a 
wide array of suhjecK according to their interests und 
aptitudes. These include animation, film editing, 
p holography, desktop publishing, web and graphic 
design, care-giving, housekeeping and computer - all 
potential careers. Small loans arc ollcrcd to help establish 
sm all- sc ale husi n es ses . 

Twenty years since its inception, ahnosi SO,OtM) children 
around India have been touched by SBTs work. Children 
from early batches have gone on so establish meaningful 
lives, embracing a wide varieiy of jobs and vocations, 
boiric lo become freelance photographers, dancers, 
choreographers, aclors, i hen ire directors, Others have 


been absorbed into steady jobs with companies like 
Matrix, Cafe Coffee Day, Benetton, Pizza Hut, Miditech 
arid Teamwork Productions, And some have relumed, 
years later, to join Ihc organization as employees, or si an 
affiliated social initiatives of their own. They been 
changing lives every day for two decades now, bul the 
people behind Salaam Bnatak Trust insist that they have 
only just scratched the surface yell ■ 


CONTACT INFORMATION: 

BALAAM BMLAK TRUST 

2nd floor OCA Community Conte r, 

Cali Chondtwali Paftar Garij. New Delhi 1 1DG55 
Phone: +31 1 1 235B4164 
Email salaambD3vsnl.com 

For information on volunteering and internship writ© 
to . voSunteefabtJlLinedjfffTiail.Dom 
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SEEING LIFE IN 3-DIMENSION 

Reyaz Badruddin cuts an unusual figure in a school staffroom. His journey has been 
unusual too - from the boy who grew up in Ranch? with no exposure to art; to rising 
star in the world of ceramics and pottery. 

Interview; MindfieJei&TBam \ rt'ctos. John Hijber 


Where did you (row up and do your schooling? 

I grew up in Ranchi, Jharkhand, ! went to Kendriya 
Vldyalaya. 

What is your family background like? Humber of siblings? 
ParL'ius’ profession? 

Both, my fa l her and mother were front a small village in 
Bihar. My father was an engineer and mother was a house 
wife. We are six brothers and sisters, i am the youngest. 

What did your parents want you to be (prnfessionullyl? 

Predictably my mother wanted me to do medicine and rny 
lather wanted me to become an engineer. 

Why did you decide to he a ptwer? 

After S 2th grade, I went to Uanaras Hindu University (ESHU) 
to study Applied Art . The First year was a foundation year in 
which we did a bit of everything; painring, graphics textiles, 


eeramie/sed pure. This was the llrel time 5 worked with day, 
Lind i-n the end of the year, with litrle idea of how or even if 
it was possible, I decided to specialise in ceramics with rhe 
iVdentmii of becoming si potter. 

How did ynur parents and rnmmiinlly view your decision 1 
choose (his career? Were you seen as a rebel? 

My mother passed away a year after 1 finished university. 
Although it was new territory for hen she had always taken 
an interest in, and encouraged my creative side, Find her 
support, when f decided lu study An, and then to specialise 
in ceramics, gave me great strength. I could sense her 
concern in rhe questions she asked me. hut ihss was 
outweighed by her confidence in me - that I w on Id make rhe 
light decisions and do well. 

My father has, only recently, started to understand acid take 
an interest in my Held. Now he often crimes to sit in my 
studio, he enjoys seeing me work, says that he loves my 
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passion and discipline. Hi- also Ms proud 
when ht" eo mes to my exhibitions. Fur 
many years, my father was uncertain 
Fihnui exactly what t was doing, and 
seep lieu! a boil l how t could making a 
living from ii T Relatives, and the 
community in Ranchi and Bihar made ii 
dear I hat they thought I was wasting my 
life by going io Art school after having 
done well in school, 3 have been slightly 
redeemed in their eyes only because rriy 
work has taken me abroad a few times, 
all hough I am sure they have been 
disappointed trial I have not made money 
on these trips, where my Focus has only 
been to develop my era fi. 

What full- did your luck ground play in 
your decision? 

When I look back now, I Feel that my mother had a great 
influence on me. Site was very uni site herself, not in a 
conventional way, but she loved tu creak' tilings through 
knitting, crochet, sewing, embroidery cooking. 

In Ranchi. I never had any exposure to art which would have 
allowed me co think a fit as a possible profession. Growing 
up, I wus I Hi free to play with friends mosi of the time. 
When 1 look back, 1 can see how, left alunc t we were so 
creative In our play. Marty of my childhood memories arc of 
playing wiih clay in the fields, drawing and painting in 
school, in the cominunuy half at home. The aencouragement 
I received for my artwork or the appreciation for die gifts I 
made for others, made me feel that art was rny special gift. 

I was i hen lucky to be able iu study art at university, without 
thinking very much about how or If i would be able to apply 
it. Without role models, even in University, 1 hud Little idea 
of what I could do with ceramics, so being a potter was a 
direction I took instinctually, feeling my way ih rough, srep 
by step. 

What is it like lor a young man lit India tu be a full rime 
pRcih inner of the arts? 

Ir is definitely tin I very easy whether it is India or anywhere 
in the world to he a lull lime practitioner of an and I love 
ihai challenge - I don'l believe in any tiring which comes 
easily. I knew I was taking this challenge when I took 
pottery/ sculpture and I am enjoying every moment uf il. I 
feel furlunaSe that [ had this choice tu make. 

Why were you drawn iu leaching chi If Iren? 

Si Is very inspiring and refreshing to be around young, 
imaginative, always questioning minds. 1 ky never ro teach 
children - rny own experience of school, was of being taught, 
not to learn and discover, but to pass exams instead. I n my 
classroom, I like to be li t'aeiliialor, in work with the children 


rather than lecturing them and celling 
i hem what is right and wrong, f leave 
them free io lake their own decisions. 

Sometime I feel that ihc children are 
much heller artists then me, they come up 
with ftesh, original ideas and Inspire inr 
to be freer. My job is in throw ideas and 
lei i hem be the God of l heir own 
creations. I always remind them that God 
never asked anyone if He should make 
anything a purtinafar shape or u colour. 
As a creator you jre free too to create as 
you wnnf. I help them wilh technical 
a spec! s uf ihc work and provide I hem 
wirli different mediums to experiment 
wilh. 

What nre She challenges you face while 
reaching? 

In a school system you are bound io have a few students 
who do nos have much interest in the subject. In our 
sue ir i y, /system, art is sLili one subject which is not considered 

10 play un important role in life. Sineu I do not like to force 
anything on anyone, I find ii difficult In work with 
uninterested smdenls. I a ho find it difficult To find enough 
time to develop my own work, since teaching does take so 
much Mine and energy, 

Whai rln you think sculpture brings imo child's life? 

Children are used io seeing and creating art in 2D, so first of 
all, sail pi ure gives than a sense of the I bird dimension. 

What ;irc your plans for the future? 

A Clay Centre’ where serious clay enthusiasts and people 
from different walks of life ctin come and enjoy being wilh 
clay. 

VVhnt arc your other 1 men's I und hobbies? 

I love travelling, biking, photography. I collect ceramic 
works. 

What do you like to listen In i music) and read? 

J like iu hear folk music from differenl land. 1 also like lo 
listen to differenl kind of music from different limc/Vrji. 

Whas dn you curry wilh you io sHiuoJ everyday? What’s In 
your Liag? 

When 1 walk in school, I always carry Three i hi rigs bur 3 
reach with just twol I eal ;i banian a or an apple on rny way 
and am li fe wilh my wallet and my phone. \ don't carry a 
bag to school. 

11 nol urrisl/icMehcr. what would you be? 

An activist or politician. 
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How Schools Kill 

Creativity 

Sir Ken Robinson led the British governments 1 998 advisory committee 
on creative and cultural education. He is the author of The Element; How 
Finding Your Passion Changes Everything'. In this entertaining and 
thought-provoking episode of TEOTalk [iivww.ted.com] - Rchinsnn makes 
a cose for cresting an education system that nurtures, rather than 
undermines, creativity, 

Illustrations- Amruta Paw 
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I have an imrnsi In education. Actually what J ItntJ 
\s 1 3irit everybody hu s nn interest in education. ..if 
you were in a dinner parly and you ask ( somebody] 
abmit their eduraijon, they pin you tn the wall, 
because it's one of ihu.se things that go deep with 
people - like religion and money and other I hi tigs. We 
Have a huge vested i merest in lI partly because si’s 
education that's mean I lo take us inio this future that 
we can' I grasp. If you think of it, children sinning 
school this year will be retiring in Nobody has 

a due what the world will look in Rye years lime and 
yet we are 1 1 Lea ri i i n be ed u ea ling cm r eh i I d re ri ft>c i I . 

The unpredictability. ..Is extraordinary. 

We have all agreed on the really cxlraord inary 
capacities that, children have, their capacities For 
innovation... My con tent ion Is that all kids have talcni 
arid I hat we squander I hem pretty rulhEe.ssFy. So 1 
warn to luJk about education and T want to talk ahm.ii 
creaiivity. Creativity now is as imporia m as literacy 
and we should treat ii wilh ihc same suuus. 

J heard a great story recently of a It! tic girl who was 
in a drawing lesson - she was f> and site was In I he 
hack, drawing. And the teacher said ihis 1 title girl 
hardly ever paid alien! ion (In class except during) 
drawing lesson. -.and the I eat: her was fascinated- She 
went over lo her and said, "Whai arc you drawing'/", 
and i he girl said, Tm drawing a picture olTiod/' and 
the teacher said, J, Rut nobody knows what God looks 
like/' and the girl said, "They will in u minuter 1 


And by the time they get lo br adults most kids have 
lo.sr that capacity. They have become frightened nf 
bring wrong. We’ve run our companies by ihat way as 
well - we stigmatize mistakes. And we are now 
running national education system where mistakes are 
the wursl things you can make and the resull is that 
we are educating people out of their creative 

capacities. 



When my son .fames was four - he was in the uuiivily 
play. IHel got the pari of Joseph - which we were 
thrilled about, we considered this one of the lead 
parts.., lie diiln'i have to speak, hm you know I he bii 
where the three kings come in, I hey come bearing 
gifts.. ..gold, frankincense and myrrh. The boys came 
in, little four-year-olds with tea towels on i heir heads, 
they pni ilic.sr boxes down. The first boy said T bring 
you gold! 1 and i he second boy said 
T bring you myrrh!' and the third 


boy said Trank sent this!’ 

What these things have in 
common is 1 hat kids will take a 
chance. Jf [hey dnn"i know they’ll 
have a go. They are noi frighicned 
of being wrong. Now ! don’t mean 
in say tbai being wrung is The 
same I fling as being creative. Whai 
we do know is Ihat if you are iml 
prepared to be wrong,, you Tl never 
come up with anything original. 


Pieasso once said e his. he said Thai ’all children arc 
bom artists, the problem is to remain an artist as we 
grow up.' I believe in this passionately that we don't 
grow into creativhy, we grow eiul of it. or rather we 
get educated our of it. So why is this? 

J lived in Stratfo rd- u p on - Avon until aboui S years 
ago. -.a place called Snihcrlleld. 
which is outside Sirarford where 
Shakespeare's father was horn. Are 
you struck hy a new though I? 

Vou don't think of Shakespeare 
having a father do you. Do you 
ever e h i n k n f S ha kes pc are lie Ing a 
child. Shakespeare being seven? 
■Hi 1 was seven a I some point, he 
was in somebody's euglish class 
wasn't he? How annoying would 
i Iml be! You know 'Musi Try 
harder'. 


"We have a huge vested 
interest in it partly because 
it 5 education that's meant 
to take us into this future 
that we can't grasp. Nobody 
has a clue what the world 
will lock like in five years 
time and yet we are meant 
to he educating our children 
for it " 
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ncbieveirirrirs! They arcjusr a form oMifo, yim know* 
anal her form of 1 i IV . I say h out of a fraction for 1 hem 
curious *ibrn 1 1 professors. Nui all 
ifit-y live in their Iliads, [’hey 
ied, in a kind of liberal way. 
fhey look upon their body as a form of 
transport for their heads. 

Our education system is predicated 
on the idea of academic ability, anti 
i here's a reason (for that). There were 
nn public systems of education really 
before the ISlb century, They all came into 
hemp; Hr meet (he needs of industrialism. So 
the hierarchy is moled on two ideas. Number 
one - that 1 1 1 l l most useful subjects for w*irk arc 
ai she top. So (at school) you are probably 
steered benignly away from things you liked* on 
rhe grounds that you would never gel a job doing 
that. “Do rib do music; you are not gonna be a 
musician/' “Don’t do art. you won’t be an artist/' 
Benign advise, now profoundly mistaken. Hie whole 
world is engulfed in a revolution. 


(Then I we moved from Strut Turd to Los 
Angeles. ..something strikes you when you move to 
America and when you travel around the world. Every 
education system on i he earth has the same hierarchy 
of subjects - everyone, doesn't matter where you go. 
You think it would he otherwise, but it isn't. At the 
lop are mathematics and languages then the 
hum unities and at the bottom are arts, Everywhere on 
the earth and in pretty much every system too there 
is si hierarchy within the arts. Art and music are 
normally given ;i higher status in schools than drama 
and dance Fhcrc isn't art education system round the 
earth that teaches dance everyday lo children the way 
lliey teach them mathematics. Why? Why not? S think 
this is rather important, I think math is very 
import ant, bin so is dance. Children dance nil the lime 
if I hey are allowed Lo, we nil do... Whsil happens is 
shm as children grow we suiri to 
educate them progressively from 
the waist up. And l hen we focus 
on their heads, slightly lo one side. 

If you were I o visit education as an 
alien and say 'Wha/s (public 
education) for?/.. 1 think you’d 
have r.u conclude (that] the purpose 
at pub lie education* throughout 
the world, h to produce university 
professors.,. I like university 
professors (I used to he on el but we 
shouldn't hold them up us the high 
watermark of all human 


And the second is academic ability, which has really 
emne lo dominate our view of intelligence ., If you 
ihink of it, t he whole system of public education 
a round the world is a pm traded process nf university 
entrance. And the consequence is many highly 
talented, brilliant creative people think they are not 
- because the thing they were good at school wasn’t 
valued or was actually stigmatized* I think we can’t 
afford to go on that way. 

In the next iO years according to UNESCO more 
people worldwide will he graduating through 
education than since the beginning of htslorv it h s ;i 
coin hi nation of all the things... technology, its 
transformation effect on work, demography, (a} huge 
explosion hi population. Suddenly degrees aren’t 
worth anything! ...When 1 was a student if you had a 
degree you had a job. Ef you didn’t 
have a job ii was because you 
; didn’t warn cute. But now kids with 
| degrees are often heading home lo 
carry on playing video games 
because you need an MA where 
the previous job required .i BA and 
now you need a FhU for r be other. 
It’s a process oT academic inflation 
and it indicates that the whole 
structure id education is shifting 
beneath our feet. 

We need to radically rethink our 


If you are not prepared to be 
wrong, you'll never come up 
with anything original And by 
the time they get to be adults 
most kids have lost that 
capacity. They have become 
frightened nf being wrong 
We've run opr companies by 
that way as well we 
stigmatize mistakes-" 
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view of intelligence. We know Hirer Ihings about 
intelligence* One lhat it’s diverse, we think about (he 
world in ah the ways thal we experience it in. We 
I h ink visually, we think in sou mis, we i h ink jn 
ki nest helically, we think in abstract terms, we ihink in 
movement. 

Second ty intelligence is dynamic. intelligence is 
wonderfully inirractive. the brain isn't divided into 
compartments. In fact creativity - which I define as 
the process of having original ideas that have value - 
more often than not comes I h rough the interaction of 
different disciplinary ways of seeing ihings. 

The third thing about intelligence is that it is distinct, 

1 am deling a new book called ’Epiphany' which is 
based on a series of interview with people aboul how 
they discovered (heir ulcni. 3 am fascinated by how 



people got to be (here, h was prompted by a 
conversation 1 had with a wonderful woman, Gillian 
Lynne, a choreographer - she did 'Cats' and The 
Phantom of (hr Oprra\..T said (to Gillian) “flow did 
you get to he a dancer?" and she said I hat when she 
was a i school, she was really hopeless. The school 
wrote to her parenls saying J, We think Gillian has a 
learning disorder/ She couldn’t concern rale, she was 
fidgeting . Bui i his was the l93G H s and ADI 1 13 hadn’t 
been invented at this poinl... 

She went to see ihis special ist.,.and (after talking to 
Gillian in private for a while] ihe doctor said to her 
mother “Just stand and watch her/ The mi mde fbey 
left ihe room, [Gillian! was on her feet, moving lu Ihe 



music. The specialist turned to Gillian's mother and 
said. “Mrs Lynne, Gillian isn’i sick, she is a dancer. 
Take her to a dance school." She eventually graduated 
from Ihe royal ballet school, she founded her own 
company, she has been responsible for some of ihe 
most successful musical productions in hsstoiy. she 
has given pleasure to millions... Somebody else might 
have pul her on medication and told her lu calm 
down. 

I believe our only hope for ihe future is to adopt a 
new conception of human ecology, one in which we 
start lu reconslilute our conception about the richness 
of human capacity. Our education system has mined 
our minds in rbe same way we strip- mine ihe earth, 
fora particular commodity and for the future ii won't 
sew ice. We have to rethink the fundamental 
principals on which we are educating our children. 
There was a wonderful quote by Jonas Sulk who said 
“If all the insects were to disappear from the earth, 
within fifty years, all life on earth would end. If all 
human beings disappeared from the earth, within fifly 
years all Forms of life would flourish/ And he is light. 
What TED celebrates is that gift of ihe human 
imagination - we have to he careful now tlsai we use 
this gift wisely and that we a yen some of the 
scenarios we talked about. The only way we'll do it is 
by seeing our crea live capacities for ihe richness they 
are and seeing our children for the hope lhat they are. 
Our task is to educate their whole being so they can 
face this future. By the way we may not see this 
futures but they will. And our job ts lu help them 
make something of ft. ■ 

TO WATCH THE COMPLETE VIDEO UH $IR KFN RqBIKSON'S TALK, VISIT; 
I mp'./fwlmjwjjjjbf IWlEX-PtF/lMS/HEIf RCeJIH^tJ_i^lS_5maDL 3_Vi 1 _<3ftESTnffTY.HTML 
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BRINGING LEARNING HOMF 


KUMON 

A back-tQ-basics home study program, Kurn on has caught the imagination of 
parents in Indian metros - reason partly being the 'results' it yields in subjects 
like Maths. Pooja Sukhpal looks at the phenomenon. 


1 LtnL Vuu\in SukhpaE 


W hether h1 h petrol pump nr in a grocery shop 
or In ll conversation with sv m co fi you 
have to deal with numbers in some manner 
or i hr other. How quick arc you at calculating the 
cost of twelve Hires a I' petrol or I lie change u\ lhc 
grocery shop or property related calculations? We 
need to make such calculations at some point or 
other. And then, whai do we do? 

J usually search for a siruiegy lo gel Lhc res nil by 
breaking the problem imo steps which are easy for 
my mind to visualise- And my mind is no computer, 
so you could imagine I he time il would lake in 
certain situations, 

Lise, i he easiest way Is to use the calculaior or my 
necessary devil, lhc mobile phone. 

Do yon feel the same way? Mental computations help 
us handle such sit nut ions more easily. For me. ii was 
limited to the practice of multiplication tables in my 
primary grades. To my surprise, there exists a 
complete sysiem ol developing proficiency in mental 
math, though j have my own reservations regarding 


the system which I shall mention a liuie later in ibis 
article, Yei r I thought it is vitai to be aware of the 
activities going on in lhc Held of education: 
especially when one is a part oT it. 

My short search into ir opened all kinds of opinions 
about it, both post live and n ego live. Here is my 
anempr to put shem forth for your consideration. 

WUAI IS II? 

KUMON, this is the name of the Iniormiiinnal 
programme which aims to build the ability io make 
menial calculation*. The objective of Kumon Is to help 
the children master she fundamental skills which are 
essential for overall academic performance. Ii is ulso 
known as hack to basics home study program. 

It begins with the very basics of Math and goes on to 
the mastery of algebra and calculus, it intends to build 
mental computational ability of basic procedures of 
all these concepts, without using calculators. 

3 he programme starts a I the ‘golden level which is 
involves levels from 7 A co A. Mi esc levels focus on 
number recognition, sequencing, addition and 
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subtraction. Then i In: programme goes up sr> I eve] 0, 
which involves perm utai ions, binomial theorem rind 
si -iji isi ics. 

HOW DUE $ it WORK? 

There are Kumon enures where the siudenls go after 
school study. These franehise centres are run liy 
Facililalors who are trained by Kumon people. 

Interestingly, it is iloI necessary to be a Math leucher 
to run Ihese Math classes as the centre. The centre 
has a chief inslruei or, assistant teachers, worksheets 
and supplementary tools E i k l- flash cards os magnets. 
The main programme has 23 levels, wilh each level 
having 200 worksheet. The proficiency ai one level 
mokes ihe student progress lo the next level. 

The study sums wilh an interaction with I he child 
followed by a diagnostic test in decide the siariing 
point for the student. Thereafter, the students attend 
the classes as I he centre twice a week. There are 
everyday take-away assignments for home. At the 
centre, the students work by themselves through the 
concerned level worksheet There is no direei 
teaching. Most of rhe task happens ih rough the 
worksheets. The classes are usually short, of abmil 30 
minutes duration followed hy correction of I he 
worksheets hy rhe teachers of l he centre. The same 
happens ai home where rhe parents correct the 
worksheets done by the child. 


Along with ihe graded works heels, rhe focus of 
Kumon is on speed and accuracy. Every worksheet 
has about thirty lo Ibriy problems. Kumon believes 
that mastery can he achieved with lots of practice 
and repetition. Hence, the students are made to 
repeatedly attempt similar kind of questions under a 
time Urn El. The only condition for n child to move 
from a level to arm I her is complete proficiency at ihe 
presen I level. After each level, there is an 
aduevcmciil test that decides if I he child can move to 
the next level or noi, 

The rnelhod is not specific lo any one country's 
curriculum. I he levels of Kumon are noi according 
to ihe school grades. The child who is in grade 2 
could be doing problems at Kumon which are beyond 
I hat grade's curriculum. 

WHAT IIOFS TKF USER SAY? 

However, some parents led that Kumon firsl gives 
concept clarification which is followed by repeated 
practice through worksheets till the studen! achieves 
expertise in the concept. Bui ii is similar lo 
memorising something until it becomes guinmattc. 
The method primarily focuses on drill approach. Does 
this gua ran ice concept clarification? 

We will have to check Ihese children’s problem 
solving ability to conclude lhai. Parents like Ami la 
who is a mother of 4 year-old and 7-year-old Kumon 
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users, say that Kumon has 
helped in higher Math scores for 
her children Bui unless the 
school exams have constructive 
problem solving the scores 
atone cannot be the deciding 
Factor, 

Even parent like Ami la believe 
thus it is the initial excitement of 
quick calculation. Whai lies 
beneath is that the brain 
becomes habituated to 
procedures after such repeated 
practice. She emphasises that 
Kumon should have more than 
jusl a mechanical way of solving problems, li lacks 
crealive problem solving. This had led lo a stage 
where her two children are bored and strongly dislike 
K urn on and have finally quit the programme. Even 
before quilting, she had so work hard to motivate her 
children so even attempt the worksheets. 

Ncxl, Kumon claims to focus on I h inking ability and 
is says i Itiil i he Modems work al (heir own pace. Bui 
it seems far from the discovery approach where the 
students discover ihe concept on their own and 
deduce ihe rules. It appears So have a more 
mechanical approach to solving questions rather than 
a constructive problem solving approach. At primary 
stages, ihe children need lo have a 1 borough 
conceptual understanding to build problem solving 
skills, The mechanical procedures are build along the 
way. So Kumon seems to achieve what it aims for to 
an ex! cm but i!s methods give rise to two questions: 
first* whether mechanical ability is what children 
need; and second, why Is Kumon not able io achieve 
sustainability for Ms program, among ihe children? 
Mr. Kumon had a profound premise that every child 
is a gifted child. He said I hat if we can provide proper 
cultivation ami instruction, we can enhance his 
poieniial boundlessly. Hocwrver. this premise calls 
for a study environment that fo more constructive. 

Personally, l also question Ihe way children attend 
these additional classes after school hours. A 
comprehensive school curriculum should build ihe 
skill of mental computation loo. fl could also be done 
in a more constructive mariner, Even a Kumon 
instructors feel rhai such a system coutd be woven 
into the school schedules, 

Being tn the Held of Math education lor some time, 1 
see Kumon as being close lo additional Mails 
tuEoriabr The difference is I hat it works in a slcp-by- 
srep way, Also, Math tutorials work according to the 


prescribed syllabus of a school 
and Kumon works with its own 
sel levels. While the tutorials 
work around the complete 
syllabus and Kumon only works 
around memal procedures for 
concepts. 

The curriculum developers also 
hrive a view that a curriculum es 
established keeping in mind the 
learning abiliites of children at 
a particular age, ff Kumon says 
thal an eight year old can do 
calculus, it seems like burdening 
children with a lot of mental 
procedures. What we need more today is ihe ability 
to solve practical problems, 

Some parents, like Prceii who is a mother of two 
ongoing users of Kumon ft. year old and IG year old 
children), appreciate its individualised approach. She 
says that each child works and progresses from one 
level to another at his or her own pace. The parents 
say that ai K urn on they are not worried about marks 
but ihe very nature of it is compelitive. Every lime a 
child attempt a worksheet, he or she is limed. This 
gradually becomes a pressure for children. Another 
in icresting point is that si is parents who are more 
excised about Kumon as compared to the children. 

1 was dismayed co know that Kumon also encourage 
the children lo keep doing worksheets even on I heir 
holiday trips, 

Kumon aims to teach every child, withou! 
distinguishing between high or low scorers. I think 
Ehe principles on which h works like time 
management and focused concentration are useful 
and valuable skills io have in everyday life. But Ihe 
drill approach might not lie rbe long-term result one 
seeks. 

And then, it comes at an additional cost of nearly 
one and a half thousand rupees a month. So, iis 
popularity is limited to a certain economic strain of 
the society. Go for \i after deciding what yon are 
looking For. ■ 



Toro Kumon: A 
Japanese 
Mathematics 
Educator; taught 
high school 
Mathematics after 
graduating from 

College of Science at Osaka University. 
Disappointed with his S-year-old son's 
Mach performance, ho developed Che 
Kumon torching method tor 
Mathematics, The first Kumon centre 
was opened to Osaka, Japan Jn 1956. 
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His mission was to open girls' schools in remote parts of conflict-riddled Pakistan and Afghanistan. 
With big funding agency backing him, his key allies were clerics , warlords, military officers, foreign 
mountaineers, even former members of the Taliban - one of whom is now a schoolteacher in 
Kashmir - end an army of ordinary villagers desperate for their children to receive an education. 
Pakistan recently conferred upon him the 'Sitara -e-Pakistan’ - one of the highest civilian awards that 
the state can give. Mind fields brings you the extraordinary life and work of Greg Morten son. 
mountaineer-nurse-educator, and author of the bestselling book, Three Cups of Tea 

Text: MinrtfiP-'daTFflnn | PhotTlS Gl'CsO Oynk£! Asia InatAuta 
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K 2 or Mount Godwin- Austen, in North Pakistan, is 
the second highest mo Lima in in ihe world. In ] 

Greg Mortens on was invited to join a minim al- 
t>udg«l expedition la weak 1 the peak, Mortenson 
undertook ihc expedition to honour the memory nf 
his s.isErr Christa, who died ue the age of twenty 
three of a massive epileptic seizure. He csirried with 
him Christa's neekkiee, which he planned to leave 
on l he lop of the mountain. This was not to be. 

Two climbers from r h e team made ii so the summit 
but smother developed severe altitude sickness and 
had 10 he rescued. Mo mensem chose to stay with 
him, and ended up spending too much lime at an 
ultra -high altitude. On the way down, ;i 
dSfioricmaied Mortens on became separated from the 
group. Dc hydra Led, cold and without enough 
provisions, he drifted mm the tiny Bshi village nf 
Korphe, where he was nursed back to health hy ihe 
villagers. As their friendship blossomed, the viEJage 
elder Huji Ah taught Morten son aboui ihc RaJti 
tradition of sharing tea - the first cup of tea is 
shared with a si ranger' the second cup, with 
a friend: the third eup makes you family, 
and friend for life, fi was only as he 
recovered ihat be realised- haw 
impoverished his rescuers were! how the 
sugar e hey put into bis lea was previous 
and expensive; that the smoky hovel he 
.■ shared -was actually th£ best house in the 
village. When he was able to walk 
around, he asked so see the school. There 
was none. 

The children of the village, would sit on a 
ItiTlc'plateau drawing with sticks on the 
ground, practising. whs* lever a visiting 
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CENTRAL ASIAN INSTITUTE [CAIJ 

Mortenson's non-profit foundation. the 
Central Asia Institute [ikat.org), has builL 
7B schools serving 23.000 students in 
remote. politically volatile pockets of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, and it runs 
nearly 50 others in regional refugee 
camps. Nearly all of its 552. B million annual 
budget is funded by modest, individual 
donations — many of them inspired by 
Morten son's story during one of his 
roughly 150 appearances a year at en 
eclectic mix of college and high school 
campuses, churches and civrc groups. 


teacher may have taught them. Moved by The 
kindness of Knrphe's inhabitants, Mnrteson 
impulsively promised his host, tlu- village elder Haji 
All, that lie would re|urn to open a school lor 
Korphe. Li it It did he know that his words would 
define the mission of his life. 
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It wasn't adults, It was childrt-n 
nothing out to children half- 
way around the world," he said. 

Bark in the US. Morten son 
devoted himself io finding 
$■] 2,000 to finance u 5 -room 
school for Korphe. Then lie set 
about writing Idlers - to 
senators, m a Ili ona ires, at til 
Oprah Winfrey among others - 
530 letters in a\\. He received a 

single cheque in response - $100 sent by a student 
Poo i bailer Then he talked to a class. A fourth -grader m 
Wisconsin suggested a donation from his piggy bank, Sex 
weeks later those school kids had raised 62.342 pennies. 
Soon after, he raised enough for the [srsi school some 
S ] 2.00Q. "WhnL cun a penny buy? You can buy a pencil with 
a penny. And that gives u child hope. I [ you have hope, you 
can do anything," remembers Morsenson of. ihc time. 

a friend wrote a brief article in the newsletter of the 
American Himalayan Foundation about the K2 at tempi and 
Morten son’s desire to build a school. Dr. Jean Hoerni, a 
Seattle microchip pioneer and ardent climber, read it He sent 
Mortenson a cheque for $12*000. along wiih a note simply 
saying* ’’Don't screw up" When Morten scut finally made Ihc 
long perilous trip back anlo the Kara kora ms to Korphe again, 
the villager were stunned. Accustomed to Lrekkcrs making 
promises of help they did not keep, no one expected 
Mortenson to return. 


"I was singular in niy focus to reach the summit It was linear 
arid logical, and very Western T remembers Mortenson of his 
mountaineering days. In building the school fur Korphe, 
Mortenson found a greater way io pay In fail e to the memory 
oE his sister, h is a relationship that is going from sirenglh 
to strength - a relationship between a six foot tall American 
in sal war kameez. and the mountain people nlTentral Asia. 


LA'clNG DOWN A TEMT' 1 ATT 

in 1^96, Mortenson founded the 
Centra] Asia Ensittilc (C A 1 ) with Dr Jean 
Hoe mi (see box), the LAI generally 
sough I io go into areas that were 
under-served because of physical 
isolation, religious extremism or 
because they wore areas of conflict. Hie 
Institute provided villages with skilled 
labour and materials like stone and 
si cel bars. "The village lias to come up 
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"He >s the ultimate social entrepreneur 

... a guy 

with a good 

idea, prepared to 

start small and stay 

with it as long as 

it take: 

; to have a 

big impact and 

commit 

a lifetime to i 

t. tie is effective 

in an a 

rea where Americans are not 

popular 

. because tie 

relates to people 

as human beings .' 1 
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II Clinton on 

Greg Mortenson 


with the land, with wood, sand 
and subsidised manual labour. 

Each house contributes a 
certain number of days. We try 
to get them to masch what 
we're giving. It's not about 
money/' says Mortenson. "It's 
about getting ihe village to 
invest in the school." The CATs 
money was. T ns a principle, 
handed out in from of ihc 
whole village or at an assembly 
of elders - so tfau everyone 
knew how much had been received. There was complete 
transparency. That, and miense local involvement made the 
kind nE difference foreign aid elTons had frequently E'ailetl to 
mukc. tireg Morrenson's project at Korphe weni on to 
establish the temp laic ihui other; followed. At last count, the 
LAI had ret up 55 schools in Pakistan and nine in 
Afghanistan - wiih more projects underway! 

Over and above everything else, Mortenson admits that it is 
his ability Io bring; together the right people that makes him 
so effective. His core icaui has gathered sere Eld IpitousJy over 
ihc years - most of thens consist of people Mortenson 
inicraiied with En various capacities over Ihe years, and 
eventually hired. u f consider my staff ro be family.” 
Mortenson says. "They are all family men who have kids and 
wives. Bui i hey are even more willing than me Io tie gone 
from their families for months a I a time. The CATs staff is a 
mix of Snnlib Slita and IsmaiJi Muslims a detail that helps 
drive home I be puini that the communities can co-cxisi. “We 
send Sunni Into Sliia areas and vice-versa to show we can 
work, together," Mortenson explains. 

Setting the curriculum pi' the CAT schools was a challenge. 
The CAI use Pakistan's official curriculum for 'Urdu 
Medium* schools i his includes instruction in Pakistani 
studies and Islam iat' or Islamic si tidies. But the CAI adds 
vital extras such as classes in sanitation, nutrition and 
hygiene, and also efforts to preserve traditional cultures. In 
Ball EsIjiti, 1 has means bringing in 
traditional sioiy idlers, so that the 
children don't lose their cull oral 
identity as they gain literacy. “Doing 
work lie re is so fraught with mistakes 
and errors that il is worth spending 
years developing working models 
rather than saying, 'well educate 
every girl in Pakistan and put 
computers in every school.' 14 he says. 
"A lot depends on complex religious, 
social arid economic relaii oils hips, on 
using their system to come up with 
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solutions. Us more important 
to listen than to talk.* 

Tin- iMPOMlAWLt UF EOtfCATlSn OWLS 

If you educate a boy yuu 
educate an individual, bm if you 
educate a girl, you educate a 
Community , " 

African proverb 

“When ;i hoy goes to school, il r s 
assumed he will leave his village 
and work. But a girl slays. She 

grows into a woman, bears healthier children, unci 
encourages Them io he educated." pom is out Mortenson. But 
female education continues to remain a ecm I :m venial and 
dangerous matter in this pan of the world. Mo lien son 
repeatedly me I serious opposition In ihe idea of mixed- 
gender schools. In Afghanistan, Pro-Taliban tribesmen in the 
North- Wes l Frontier Province threatened to kill girls whej 



initiate and m image rheir own 
schools. You may not gel hrgli 
resuhs, but you ger sustainable 
results." 

TFRRDR v/$ L LUXATION 

“IVfieu the Tati hun teas in 
power, only 800,000 kids were 
in school. Today more than *i 
million children in school - 
and l.tt million are girls. That's 
where we should he putting our 
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Mortenson is dear ibal iie doesn’t want to expand ihe 
organisation so dial ii becomes a convention^] NGO, fdon t 
wartl ;i big office and a lea- man and a chowkidar, 7 ’ he smiles. 
Even 1 he office is incidental. During summer, the CA] 
continues its work out of Room # 6, Indus Motel Skardu. 
Otherwise, Greg Mortenson's office is wherever he and his 
staff are al the lime. 


went to the local colleges and to execute I heir teachers. 
Many girls' schools were bombed and attacked by Ihe 
Taliban - including one of Mortensnn’s own schools. Efforts 
to undo this mindset continued relentlessly with the help of 
com milted and fearless local support To persuade mullahs 
and local people that educating girls was a good idea, 
Monetiscm am! his staff devised an array of persuasive 
arguments - an educated girl would tiring mure bride 
money ; the Prophet’s wile herself was an educated woman; 
an educated mother can help educate her sons. 

^Consider I he word 'jihad'," says M mien son, L We know about 
that word in one con I ext - a v mien I quest.. Rul (he word has 
oilier meanings, reflecting other pursuits. Rul before 
beginning a jihad, you ask permission from your mother. II 
she is educated - s he’s loss likely io give approval for a 
violent mission. Those who dismiss education say that many 
of the 9/1 1 hijackers were educated and that's true." 
Mortenson says.. "Bui none of their mothers were educated/ 1 

Mortenson believes rhul one reason why the Taliban is so 
anxious lo destroy girls' schools is, ihm " l h L-y are afraid that 
when these girls grow up they are going so Jose cum ml over 
a large swath of an impoverished, illiterate society, if you 
educate a boy. you educate an Individual, ff you educate a 
girl, you educate a community." 


Over the years he has developed a nearly encyclopaedic 
knowledge of the history, culture and religion of Afghamskm 
and Pakistan, He also has learned the languages spoken in 
cite areas where he works - Bahi. Urdu and Farsi, lie Inis 
come to Lindens la nil ihe spiritual aspect of Ihe Muslim faith 
and followers and developed :i deep sense of reaped lor 
the people : a respect that has been lovingly reeiproeafed by 
most. His near celebrity- si ulus in ihe Karakoram mountains 
has, however, raised die hackles of Islamic exlrrmists, who 
view him wills suspicion. He has been kidnapped for a week 
by tribesmen iu north- west Pakistan. narrowly escaped being 
shot in a firelight in eastern Afghanistan, mid has had two 
fatwas handed down against him by hostile irmlbihs, (Local 
com muni Lies in Fakistan fought successfully to have both 
the fatwas overturned in Sharia courts). Rut threats have also 
come Mortenson ! s way frojn liis own people. Some post - 9/ i I 
Americans have been ha filed by his attempts ro reach oul to 
people of the Islamic lairh. "The real enemy/' Mortenson 
emphasises, "is ignorance." He insists I hat if he dies on the 
job, m’s more likely to be in a car au-idem on one of rhe 
region’s ircncherious roads, than at the hands of any 
teirorist.s. Whatever Ihe future holds, Mortenson'* legacy will 
remain taller than the mountain hi L failed to climb, a 


The teachers that the L.W hire are mostly local women, even 
if they arc rcla lively under-qualified. Bringing tn people 
from outside towns dtdr/l work. Mortenson realised, because 
of problems with class and caste. In any ca.se, what mattered 
io him more was sustainability. To help the schools hcconnc 
financially sdf-susiainJng, rhe CA3 funded poplar tree 
phui ia Isons, jt's important lo cm rust ihesr communities to 



THREE CUPS OF TEA 

by Greg Mortenson a.mJ David Oliver fiehn 
PENGUIN. 2006 

(A NEW YORK TIMES RESTS ELLLR: 
for nrore information Please visii 
’■•tip;// wvw. firegmortensQn.com 
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AND THE CARAVAN MOVES ON 

This article is the first in a series based on intimate interviews with men 
and women who in the late 1940s and 50s were young leaders in India's 
new civil society. In the first of the series we present Chulam Naqshband 
who as a young man in his early twenties founded a socio-cu Rural 
organisation called the Caravan of India. 

Test Bhagtlfla Shard waj ! PhotOGiS^udlQ UmbiliLul, Ml. NiiqyhULind'is p&rycinal rnllnctinr. 

H r was a young man growing up in the 1930s, in a small town in what h 
now Pakistan- E roui these provincial beginnings, he would go on to 
discover rhe vast world beyond his own- and bring the iwn Together* 
Ghulani Naqshband, popularly known us she "f rave I guru of India/ Founded the 
Caravan of India, an influential cultural organisation, in the 1 940s and India’s 
firsi branch of the Alliance Franchise. He was an employee of the Government 
of India when Partition came and one uFondy iwo Muslim government servants 
From what is now Pakistan who opted lb- India. No one else from his family 
joined hi in. Bur he believed in ihe idea of the new nation of India and played 
a vital role in I he forging of ils inlcmniiomii identity. 
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He was always ihe 'different' son of a Sufi Khalifa in 
Kasur. a town in the Pakisiuni Punjab best known for 
Kasuri Mei hi (fenugreek), When he was smdying in an 
all-boys school and college, he look an immense 
interest in becoming pen pals wiih ihe 'goras 1 of other 
countries, While his brothers were simply being boys, 
he could ul'icn be found writing letters to friends in 
faraway lands that he had Mule hope of visiting then. 

From these pen friends lie came to know of an 
international so cio-euJ tural movement called the 
Caravan. The young man was immediately drawn lo 
the core beliefs of ihc movement, 4L The Caravan 
believed that in the World of Tomorrow,, Ihr people will 
salute One Flag, symbolising this great, round, rolling 
Earth created wilhoul frontiers," Mr, Naqshband 
reminisced. 

From that stage he began organising activities that 
would bring people of diverse backgrounds ami 
cultures together; she kinds of activities be would 
continue organising for the res I of his lift. As a young 
man he invited the editor of Star Magazine in Lahore, 
a Hindu who wrole under ibe pseudonym Oamar 
Jalalabad], to visit predominantly Muslim Kasur and 
speak on Krishna at the I own Hall. The evem was 
organised wiih help from some of Mr. Naqshband s 
similarly different" friends in Kasur, and the town criei 
who went about announcing the event. The Lalk drew 
over a hundred people, almost all Muslim, coming to 
lisien Ifi ihe story of Krishna. 

Mr, Naqshband founded India's official branch of rhe 
Caravan an January I EMI. Ihe SI ales man in ils NEWS 
IN MILT seel Eon of January 8, 1944 stated, "A Branch 
of the The Caravan’, an Amcneau youth movement 
which aims at inspiring young people of all nations 
cowards a heller world order has been formed in Delhi. 
The Society's next meeting will he held on Sunday at 
4, ai 7, Raj pur Road, Delhi," 1 Ids clipping along wish 
severai others from popular dailies of the lEMG's form 
the first pages of Mr. Naqshband's meticulously 
prepared and preserved scrap book. 

As I Hipped through rbis thick book full of clippings, 
complete with photographs and even I del ails of Ihc 
Caravan of India, the organisation's activities struck 
me as almost a prototype for Else Programmes Desk at 
ibe India itabiial Ten ire: events featuring statesmen* 
writers, artists, and Intellectuals coming together from 
India ami around the world. As 3 carefully turned mon- 
lea ves of the scrap book, T disc overed that in the I EM Os 
i his imercultural youth movement spread like fire, 
tmincril speakers anff patrons from, various walks of 
life and countries addressed 'he young members. A 



l rrfi [fisom left] fVtdCjLii l>jrii± bandit Netin i. Lac?v MDNnttwftten an.il ne- 
dUiiylitol' Pamela at hub uf die Gararvar’? meeting 

tJ ETttam Lacty Mni intfratten Pamela Mqiji KLpsHiSn PnndiL f-Jcihru 


clipping of am article from October 1944 published by 
the New History Society. New York, of winch the 
Caravan of India wlis a branch. Mules lhal I he Caravan 
under ihc leadership of G. Naqshband intends (o do big 
things in a big way. “In a country where ihe population 
is so gified and varied. Mr. Naqshband and his branch 
may strike a unifying note lhai will electrify the 
different communities.* 

Indeed the Caravan organised i Tiler - communal Diwali 
and Td celebrations, hosted receptions lor national and 
internaiiunal dignitaries. held fund raising dinners and 
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balls, and collected funds for famine relief ami 
orphans. hi -lime 1445, the Caravan organised a world- 
wide contest and a 1 1 m m ne cd % 1 0< HJ a s p ri /.v m n n ey for 
i he he^i essay on J A United States of the World and ;i 
Universal Religion.' The Caravan of India's young 
members were most active in arranging lectures and 
art exhibitions on subjects ranging from 1 rends in 
modern Indian literature to youth movements around 
Uie world, to retreat ion, health, India's economic 
future, and feminist movements. Some of the Caravan’s 
speakers, who were rather unknown then, are highly 
respected figures today. 

Ihe move men i of I hr Caravan nf India took another 
t u rn w he n Lady M ou srt L bait er i arid h r r da ugh! er Pa m c I a , 
i he wife and daughter of the British Viceroy, responded 
lo Mr. Maqshhund's insistence f hat they take up an 
active role. A hernia ns Pamela Mouni ha lien gave her 
first public speech in IVtay 13-17 with the 


encouragement of I he Caravan’s members. With 
Pamela and her mother as patrons, a new moment um 
grew behind I he already popular Caravan activities. 
The movement's activities began receiving exiensivc 
coverage From national and international newspapers 
and magazines. This prompted many older people to 
seek membership in (he Caravan. In retrospect, Mr. 
Naqshband feels that these new members did not join 
because rhey believed in the movement’s cardinal 
principles of being a nun-puli I ica I, non-religious, and 
non sectarian force for unity. “They thought uf it ;is 
an elite networking group [ h h I would help them with 
social connects on sT 

The Caravan moved from its first residence ai a borne 
in the Civil Lines of Delhi in Room Number 4.? of the 
Y.M,C,A in New r Delhi. Ihe move lo New Delhi 
fan I if a led more guest lectures and activities In the 
form of a reading room anti an auditorium. The space 
for a reading room was obtained through a clever 
request in ihc Coin manderdn- Chief, Indian Army. Mr. 
Naqshband wrote to the chief requesting ihc donation 
of an Army tent that the Army Commandant used 
during his I ravels. The Army donated the tent and 
encouraged the Caravan’s mil hi live. The lent was duly 
pitched on the Y. M C A. grounds and ihe Caravan had 
itself a reading room. 

How did he manage to work with .so much dedienlmn 
lor ihe Caravan, though he also had a full time job as 
a governmcni officer? His answer w*as as prompt as the 
man himself is: “Since we all worked a Pier office hours 
ami were committed to our movement, we worked 
v ol u nt a rlly w i I ho u t exp ec ling a ny m oney We d e voted 
some part of the day to the Caravan religiously.” Fven 
before I could think of the next question, Mr. 
Naqshband added. ""Those days Uie leaders would come 
ro our social gatherings Lo speak. They were deeply 
dedicated lo ihe society that they wished to serve. They 
appreciated li plat form sueh ns the Caravan and 
happily shared theirtime and views. 

There were t i mes when the nes p o rise of accept a nee to 
our East minute programmes was sent with equal 
p romp I ness by i he leadcrT He added that esteemed 
figures such as Fandii Nehru, Rajagopalachariji, 
Rajendra Fra sad and other leaders were happy 
purtidpanls in ihc movement. Me noted one incident 
in particular of which I saw’ many p holographs in his 
scrap hook, On the United Nations Charter Day in J u m e 
194/ the Caravan organised a last-minute celebration 
at the Constitution Club. Mr. Naqshband was in such a 
rush he could not personally hand over the invilalion 
lo Panel il Nehru’s office, so lie was forced to post it. 
Me lint, to everyone’s surf] rise, arrived right on time for 


Aft MIHDREIOS 4RST QIJARFU 7m 


tmfMFlELJE.IN 




Fr.i'Ti left Gar Cun-upp-a L> Hapnilra Fra^ari, Ghulam NaciGhbuniJ 


the event and spoke cKlemporaneousIy at the requesl 
of thte gathering. 

After independence. ihc Caravan continued Id make 
in marls rrs a major youth movement. Active branches 
had already opened in cities such as Lahore and 
Shimla. The group organised regular health and 
sun [Union workshops in the refugee ramps and ' good- 
will' concerts in I he troubled post-partition limes. But 
with success also crime inevitable challenges. The 
movement became a biller ground where political 
rivalries were played out. Older people whh vested 
interests took coni ml of a movement thai was men nr io 
he lead by the young. Mn Nyqshband left the scene 
quietly and never looked hack, 

ho what did he do after he left? He cuniiriued building 
institutions lo bring peoples and nations together. “I 
started the Club l/ran^aise," he told me. The Club was 
founded in 3952 and he became iEs secretary, Together 
with ulher French speaking friends in India hi- hdd the 
first French classes and ran a small library oui of Ins 
own home. “Basically we go l hold of any French- 
speaking people find convinced them to oil her I each or 
join our club." The library began with the support of a 
refined I.C.5 officer living in Mussoorie. Mr. Naqshband 
aiong with an officer from the French Limb assy drove 
lo Mussoorie one weekend and brought back the 
donation of books in the bout of his car. In 1955, the 
French government recognised Mr. Nnqsh hand's 
promotion of Indn-French friendship by inviting him 


id vasil France. The Club 3 ran^aise would later 
transform into India's Eirsi branch of the Alliance 
Fran^aisc. 

Mr. Naqshband decided to join the travel business in 
India when it was still in iss in Fancy. There were very 
few companies then organising Sours for foreign 
visitors ro India, but Mr. Naqshband brought lo his new- 
job the organisational and public relations skills that 
founding I he Caravan and the Lerele had given him. 
He became a pioneer oflndia's travel industry. Having 
now i ravel led ali over the world lo promote India as a 
dest in align, I disked him how he feels now about his 
life’s work. He told me I hat he still wakes every day up 
with new ideas and works towards achieving them. 
Today a i dh years old, he srill goes to his office each 
day at a travel company, where he serves as Chairman 
F. merit! i s, with the same enlhusiasm he had GO years 
ago. 

How did Mr. Naqshband ever find [he lime for ali the 
activities he has undertaken? ills advice for young 
people today comes down lo this: time management 
and discipline are extremely important in the creation 
of a heller society. If you have honesty of purpose, the 
rewards will come. Today you have the bcnefii of 
technology and social nei working groups on die web. 
The youih should prioritise their lives and give some 
time back to their society and country, there is endless 
potential and one needs so keep looking for ways so 
make a conEriburimi. Do not wait for people to make a 
contribution. Stare making your own efforts from 
i oday. 

Mr. Naqshband has now outlived many of his 
colleagues and fellow Caravan members. But he's rioi 
giving up on working for his vision of the world 
anytime soon. “I believe in God— after all he saved me 
when l religiously cycled up and down From Old to 
New Delhi during fhe intense post-pa rlii ion days, for 
work, f also believe in unity of the world and 3 think 
God wishes that." During those troubled times ar 
India's hirlh. Mr. Naqshband and other young people 
stood against the division and mistrust to build a more 
united nation. They remind us bow powerful youth 
wills dedirndion and vision can be in shaping our 
country’s future. ■ 
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MY FIRST TEACHER 

Jayaprakash Satyamurthy's first teacher was like no other. There were always two 
or three children following her around like kittens following their mama cat - she 
had that kind of effect on children. Let people be true to themselves, she believed, 
and the rest will follow 

Text Jgtyaprukutil) SaLyamLirthy | IlluptrsitJonc: AmiuUj 


M y first teacher, Mrs, Van it ha Rhnshan, wasn't like any of ihe other 
teachers I’ve had since, in scho-ni and college. She didn’t want you to 
he anything but yourself hut she did have certain standards she 
exprrted you to hold yourself In. This attitude was so as odds with all the 
nJhtT educationists whose bands I passed through after than Teachers who 
informed me that I had to think a bum I how T could fit into society. Teachers 
who smugly informed me linn ihey were going to mould me. Who told me 
ilmi my parents would be ashamed of me if l didn’t do exactly as I was told. 
Who told me that l would never get anywhere in life unless J followed their 
endless rules and regulations. 

None of them ever seemed to have heard of the very simple idea Mrs. Rbushan 
lived hy r Let people be I rue lo themselves, and the rest will follow. This is an 
especially excellent concept to lulmdtice to a child, who is only beginning to 
realize he or she Is a person. 

h might seem that Mrs. Bhushan was lenient. She could ttriainly he very 
understanding. Once, she showed me a new cuckoo clock Lhm her son-in-law 
had seni her. A while lalcr r I weni hack with an accomplice or two recruited 
from among my classmates and rook the clock apurl, irying to figure oul 
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where l ht’ cuckoo we til when ii wasn't singing out i he 
hour. The dock was a wriie-nlT. Anyone else would 
have unleashed the Juries ai that point, but Mrs. 
fihushnn was merely amused. She knew it was 
curiosiiy, not destructiveness lliai had moved us. 

Another time, there was a set of new wooden ducks in 
school that 1 was very taken wish. \ especially liked 
the smallest one, which I painted red. Otic day, I look 
i i home with tne, and rhen realizing what I'd done. 


li ved in fear of I he scoldings that might ensue. J 
needn't have worried. A couple of days laser, when my 
mother came to pick me up from school, Mrs. Rlurshan 
sititf UP's taken one of our new ducks home to play 
with, He must have hern scared w ask if he could 
borrow it," Of course my mother made rue return the 
duck the next day, arid I did, hut it was with a sense 
of relief. Yes, ['d wanted to play with i lie duck, but no, 
I didn't really want to steal something from sc ho oh 
Mrs. Rhushan hud made u easy Ibr me to come clean 
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without being labelled a thief. If* a terrible ibing in 
Isabel children too soon. Bui Ii happens all loo ofleri. 
'Dullard. 1 Idiot/ 'Rascal. 1 And so on. How can you hang 
such a huge label on a tiny human being who's jus! 
started being human? Mo wonder so many people 
grow up morally and menially si unit'd.. 

When J was oui of line T Mrs. R hush an could be Rim. I 
was a res I less chi I ft, easily bored and constantly 
talking. When I staried distracting my classmates too 
much, Mrs. Bluish an would make me leave the 
learning envimnrnenl anti sil by myself in a quiet 
room until ] wus ready io go and take part in the 
learning activities again. I Think she sheer boredom of 
Hi is punishment inspired me to behave more than 
anything else. To be honest, it was always short-lived, 
bur people who don't expect children io be full of 
excess energy probably also think the sky is hollow 
and the world is Rat. 

My family stayed in touch with Mrs. Bhus.hu ri over the 
years, and E have many more memories of her 
Every time I visited Lumbiui again, 1 would sec a group 
of 2 or 3 new children following her a round like 
kittens following their mu mu caL She had lhat effect 
on children. 

Once, she had shaved her head on n pilgrimage. When 
we went to rireci her, she did rid wear a scarf or a cap 




io cover her bald head. She held herself with the same 
clam grace she always possessed. A small thing, hui 
one that showed me how much she lived by The values 
that she passed on to us. In Fact, she probably passed 
them on so well because she lived by them, rather I ban 
preached them. 

While she was teaching her paid siudenls, she would 
also Lake on the children of her servants ami educate 
them alongside us. file school Ayah's son. Raniesh, 
was my classmate and best friend through most of my 
years in LutnbinL R a mesh’s nephews and nieces are 
now educated young people wiih careers that their 
parents and grandparents could only dream nf_ I know 
that some schools today partner with schools that 
educate what they call underprivileged children. But I 
dorfl think many oi them have realized that The best 
way I u com Ini I a lack of privilege is to give those 
children the same privileges their own students have. 
\i makes a world of difference. 


Everyone Mrs. Bhushan came into contact wish 
learned from her. My mother says that she learned 
about hospitality and empathy from Mrs, Bhushan. 
Today, my mother teaches children in a small iuwri in 
rural Karnataka how to speak, read and write English. 
There's a whole batch of youngsters (here growing up 
with English language skills far in advance of whai 
their official syllabus affords ibcm. I ihink she 
definitely learned a thing or rwu Irons Mrs. Bhushan. 
1 hope I can say the same of myself some day. ■ 



mmwSH SATV^MURTHv J lives in Bangalore 
writ If his wife, two begs. several cits and a 
ridiculous number of comics. He is a writer His 
bhyg le h!Lp;// a aahkrpey. blflgspot.com 
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‘my Ahluwalia. film professional and avid film buff recommends her Top 3 World Cinema picks - 
all three stories revolve around the lives and concerns of young people, hut come from diverse 
geographical and cultural contexts. 


CHILDREN OF HEAVEN 

tenr rtf Release: 1997 
rifiecrof Majid Map 

Cast Mu farnrfih Hastamsan.-Bahareh S^diqi.Ainir Nan 
I Hrctfuflfl?: Pea^ian (English suWitlcsf 
Run time. 99 mifls 

Synupsis: 

Ali lakes his little 
sister Zahra’s shoes 
to the shoemaker to 
be repaired, but 
loses them on the 
way home. The 
siblings decide to keep the 
predicarnrnl a secret from their 
parents, knowing that there is no 
money to buy a replacement pair 
and fearing that they will he 
punished. They devise a scheme to 
share Ali's sneakers: Zuhra will 
wear them in school in the 
morning and hand them off to All 
;ji midday so he tan a I tend 
afternoon classes. This 
uncomfortable arrangement leads 
lo one adventure after until her as 
they attempt to hide the plan I'roin 
i heir parents and leathers, attend 
to their school work and errands, 
and acquire a new pair of shoes for 
Zuhra. Zuhra sees the shoes on a 
school male's Icet, and follows her 
home, but Mac l wo soon become 
friends. 

Ali enters a high-profile children's 
fou l race in the hope of receiving 
the third prize of a new pair of 
sneakers, lie accidentally places 
firs l and wins another prize 
instead. The Him ends with Zuhra 
finding out that she will not get a 
new pair of shoes, bu[ there is a 
quick shot of' iheir father's bicycle 
at the end of the movie that shows 



whar appeal s to he I he red shoes 
Zabra had been focusing on earlier 
and another pair of white sneakers, 
presumably for Ali, whose old 
sneakers were torn from so much 
use. The film ends with the final 
shot showing hi is: its on Ali's feeL 
Some versions Include an epilogue 
reveal ing I ha I Ali eventually 
achieves thelargcr-sci.dc success of 
having a racing career. 

MtSHOUl IARUTZ I TO ISoMEBNEifl Rl *ih WlTHf 

teal oi Hl-Il^hk 2CKHt 
DirwrRir: OdKl Dadd&ff 

Case frar Belief, Ytinulan E^r-Dr.Viivgl Wende&on 
Lan^gK HEh*e* (EngJisfc subtitles] 

Run une. US mins 

5yjJ0/isf.s: 

I he film is about rhe 
lives of i wo 
teenagers in the 
si reels of' Jerusalem. 
Tamar, ;i ialcnicd 
introvert, leaves 
behind home and 
sdemiry undertake a dan gen ms 
mission tu lielfj a hived one, Asaf, 

;i painfully shy boy gives himself 

the task of taking an 

uncontrollable losi si ray dog back 
lo Ms owners. The dog - Dinka - 
leads Asaf ih rough the city lo i he 
people and places ihai will tell him 
about Tamar, and her .sudden 
disappearance. The more Asaf 
hears about Tamar, ihs^ more he 
falls in love with her. He and 
Dinfca set oui in rescue her from 
her own rescue mission. The film is 
based on a story by David 
Grossman - arid is a poetic ode lo 
growing up, finding Ihe strength to 
overcome your fears, 

undersl anding true friendship and 



love, iinri best of all, finding 
someone to run wilh. 

VIDA V COUMt (Life in Cow) 

Ysur i}f Release. 

L'i ffictu SurLiitfu tahurnem 

l^U: Junm(fe||^tfe.SiMaA!ascalJ&dit Dolman 

language: Sp^ish i English- suliliites) 

Hun I , nit;: 5D minulfis 


Synopsis: 

Santiago La be rne no's 
corning 'Of-age tale 
is set in a Spanish 
village in the 
summer of 1975 - 
when color TVs were 
on the verge of 
entering middle- Hass homes, and 
i he lives of common people were 
abuul eo change wilh the 
imp ending death of faseisi 
Fra n e isco f ia n co .Tube rn ero ft 1 1 e rs 



his story through the eyes of a 
thirteen-year-old boy, J-'ede who 
lives in the harrdei nl' I, as Islas with 
bis sister Bego, parents and 
grandfather - a man who saves a 
Imrile of champagne En gear up for 
the ensuing celebration of Franco's 
death, the sweel natured I ede 
musl contend wiih constant 
bullying by rhe punk Lieniio, rind 
spends itsosi of his time with two 
friends: the quiet, ini reverted Sara 
and her Down's Syndrome- 
afflicted sister both victims of 
cmoiional abuse at the hands of a 
mentally unstable father. Several 
parallel stories are interwoven to 
f reale a tender, vivid porirah of 
life in the village. ■ 
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RECOMMENDED HERDING 

Tp.vt. Ar^windsA 


THE LION AND THE LAMB 

by Jonathan Harlen 
Hodder Books 


Une cumcs across so many books by American and Urihsti 
authors that l picked i his one because it's by an Australian 
writer and 1 was curious to see the things I hey wrile ahouL 
fi turned ouL 10 ho a fantastic choice for I la tie n Is first and 
foremost a skilled and sensitive writer, and The Lion and 
the Lamb is a very well written story. 

Set in an urban Australian locale. The Uun and tin- f.amh 
is (he slnry of neighbours, migrants, four children arid dieir 
fathers, life in ihe eily, polilical differences, racism - all of 
these and more. First, a brief on the novel: When Hector 
Castillo (who's Nicaraguan) is bullied by the Russian I wins 
Lvgeny and Dirnii ri Stolfcoy who live upstairs, his father 
Juan is furious. lie stomps up to I heir Ihil and threatens 
i be .Stulkovs with his gun much 10 everyone's horror. And 
as il' to drive home ihe fuel I hat he's serious, be shoots the 
goldfish that belongs 10 one of the hoys. Heel or makes it 
up le> him hy buying him two goldfish as a present and 
there's truce between (he Ihree hoys lhaf soon leads to easy 
camaraderie, their cultural diffesences not withstanding. 

Hector finds it far more difficuh In bridge ihe differences 
with his father. Their relationship is st rained but as 
relationships with family members go, it's also undeniably 
close, Juan wants his son lo be a lighter and tells him, 'Tt's 
a shame you are a man.' 

And l lector retorts - Ti's a shame f have a man like you for 
a father,' 

Yel r id! Heel nr wanls to be is a fisherman, just like bis 
father had been in the old co unify. Tom - hang without being 
sentimental. 

There are a lot of things that I liked aboui the book, most 
of all (hat it's not preachy and that it doesn'i explore ihe 
racism or cull uni I angle very explicitly, Karlen's characters 
are people first and all other tilings iliaa define iliem, laier. 
In an early inierview that 3 found online, JlarLen lias said, 
'The lest rained nature uf the nurralive voice also has to do 
1 i hm.lt with my reluctance to impose judgeinen is, I dora'i 
mean in portray what happens as shocking or 
unconscionable, Ihai's simply what happens, -I don't 
believe there will ever be an end to die omlbeis of nice. 



class and gender. I think people’s an nudes inward these 
things are foiled somewhere very deep in the mind, lar 
beyond die public realm in which a writer has any 
influence.” 

I don't know about dial bui whal I do believe is that words 
cany a great deal of power and perhaps Sjooks like Ibis will 
drive us all io wands thinking about creating a better world 



TURNING THE POT, TILLING THE LAND 

Kancha llaiah 
Navayaua 


l picked Ltp litis book bcryu.se I'd heard Navay ana's 
fin hli slier. An and talk about it a year ago. This indie 
publishing house focuses on die issue of caste, "from an 
anti-caste perspective’ and I wanted to sec bow they would 
communicate that in a children's book. Turning the Pot r 
Tilling the hind is written hy Kyncha llaiah. Professor of 
Political Science from Usman la University and has been 
designed as a classroom (ext with 11 chapters. 

Turning the Pot Tilling the Lund is a remarkable attempt 
al espousing ihe case of dignity of labour, something 
woefully lacking in our so riel y P It begins with an 
introduction Lo the Adlvasls and goes on to inimduce rhose 
whose labours have been relegated to ihe bottom rungs in 
tlie caste system - leather workers, potters, dhobis, 
weavers, barbers, farmers and cattle- rearers. 

1 recommend this book strongly bm lei me warn yon (hat 
Kane ha llaiah sounds like an angry man. Ills writing is well 
grounded a ml the trunk i.s informal ive but one senses his 
anger In trying to explain why I be rasie system in 
urmeeepinhle and how Tbe Adi vasts have contributed much 
to the world and society, fi mu si be frustrating, one can 
imagine, and 1 do hope educators and simienls will read 
ibis book ihrnugh to the end even if it makes for a link- 
heavy reading. 

llaiah also explores labour in relation to religion arid 
gender and sort of places ii within a larger context, which 
certainly helps one understand how things have been 
shaped over ihe years. The exercises at the end of the 
chapter keep the rnood going for mure introspection on 
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iJm Kmjl-. And oflef a very valid case again si a caste- based 

social ru L"t li rf . 

There is easy access to m Formation with interesting tac's 
breaking T E ll- text, although il si ill remains u serious book 
For study, but illustrations by Durgabai Vyam (Gliond atlisi 
pur excellence ami more famously known for her 
iBustrations in One, Two, Three!) are beautiful arid add 
great value to the boot. 

kead tills book because I here's rioihmg else really I ha I will 
tell it like it is. It's hard hitting, well researched, and more 
impn Handy, an honest book. 

P..S. Tufika has .just brought out a Tamil translation of the 
same hook. 


TUI SEAftCH FOR DELICIOUS 

Natalie Babbitt 
Holtzbrinch Publishers 


Was browsing at the libiaiy here and this book called our 
In me. not because Babbitt is an award winning author, or 
because everyone's read or watched Tuck Lveria sting. I 
think The title did it. reminding me of a slower age land 
why nog since il was written mlOhOll 

When the Prime Minister of this strange mythical kingdom 
begins compiling a diction. ary h he’s headed for l rouble ril'an 
unexpected kind when he reaches the word Delicious, t he 
Prime Mini slur's choice for Delicious fried lish angers 
the king j which is Calamitous ;is defined in I III- scry same 
dictionary) who thinks apples are delicious only to be 
eon iradi tied by his rpicen w r ho counters it with Christmas 
pudding. 

As hell foremens to break loose ihc king orders fora poll 
ami the Prime Minister's ward, 12-year old Gay leu h 
selected For rhe task- Now Gaylen sets olT on this journey 
only to find I hat the King's brolher-in-law. Hemlock (love 
that name, don't you?) has gone ahead before him and is 
poisoning the cl I icons' ears a gain si the kmg- 
liaylcji has his work cul out for him for he’s gone only a 
few days when already die kingdom is on die brink of a 
Civs Wan Adding to rhe excitement is an ancient fable, a 




Courtesy: 
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woldweller in the exset center of the Forest who Gaylen 
mrrrs, ;i minsrrel with n mysterious key and the dwa ryes 
who sing of Anita die mermaid. He now has io Ibiish his 
poll and save the king and the Prime Minister from 
Hemlock’s evil hul very good plan, and somehow make 
sense of this old tale he finds himself i n. 

What a delicious mix of fantasy and advcnluie! RnhliiH 
began as an illustrator but soon turned vyriier, and thank 
goodness. For what a wealth ofstori.es she has produced! 
The Search for Delicious is it rare slory. I think iTs a great 
book especially if you are trying to interest a reluctant 
reader - ids written in a language that holds great appeal. 
Try it und Id us know if ti works. 



t UtEli! Manstw t Book nf Fmrs fly Emily & to 7 

I Mercy Vtotswi to the Jte&cufl by kfite BiCsfTtlllfl 5 Td 1 
3. file Stray Dog to M a?c Simont 5 to 7 

A tte Lampii^iEsr »jy EHm Bnitone 5 to 7 

5. foXHiey Bird foeefte bp Lois Luwr* 7 Ifl 9 

6. Miss Daisy li Ct»y I My iVoirt School; ftv D Frn Uut-niar 7 |q 9 

7 Hrifr Id Be a OflcTiwe {UflrnuEn Ilratirh Skipepleutti^ fly Barbarn 
M'bchel Hill ~ to 9 

8. Iht Avftfl?i|ifTTCl hirianj^d ^AkadfittHl Onagri tef rjyAifcJsfiki 
Ravtstenkifl 7 to 9 

9. Contrary tw T%lhs 7 to 9 

1ft Tbe and me lamb by Jonathan Hartmi 9+ 

II Coping win Twining by Peta Corr>y 91 ? 

S.2.i Coriander fly Sslk GcjrdriCT 9* 

IS. lr<; Search ^ fttBiraius try -Viiiafie tt 9-12 
5 Tatai a Bhosl by IbtaH) 9-12 

15. tKpodltiofi to Bfaie Zm iThrs Outndcrs'i by Efl fleeter 12+ 
lB.Gfionfl toe hUifiter sv Dtafl &.w IMherji 12 ■ 

1 1 . Hie Broken Bridge by f^hihp PyWman L2 * 

16 . Ayna Voice to Sy&an fticc 12 " 

19 . Writers aad tlwir Tall Tales by Tracy 'turner 12 * 

3ft fuming tlw Pot, Tfiihng the LamMjy karcte allah 12- 
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lotned Htotwcampus to b« around begks. Likes 
writing and tries ib earn a living from It Limthe 
company ol (to^. Agrees completEl^ with me anon 
Zen mastOT who sakJ. *f never got lost bccatise 1 
don't kfMur w Jim J F m going." 
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NEWS BYTES 


RETRAINING SENIOR TEACHERS 

Tamil Hartu 

About 20W teachers who were 
appointed as middle school 
teachers on the basis of their 
sen lord y will he trained hy ihv 
Elementary Education 
Department (EED) and the Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan fSSAl to 
refresh I hem selves 
academically. "Most of the 
in due led Seachers are in ihe age 
group of 40- GO and have lost 
touch with the syllabus. This 
I raining will help refresh their 
knowledge," said a SSA official. 
The training session (dealing 
with methodology and syllabus 
of Grades 6-8) will last for 6 
days, 

COMPETITION - HOT FOR US 

Gu3 

t he number of people able so 
crack national competitive 
exams from Goa remains small, 
despite having one of the 
highest literacy rates and 
among the best school level 
infrastructures in che country 
among other 

ad v a th ages. Ex perl s c la i m I ha i 
this is due ro lack of awareness 
of the exams, the near absence 
of coaching classes for 
competitive exams in the state 
and the missing competitive 
edge among sludcnLs, 

Goa's literacy rate stands at 
82. 11 'fa and surveys of the 
National University of 
Educational Planning and 
Administration (NUEPA) have 
ranked Goa as one of the best 


in school education since 20Q5. 
Yet, until the academic year 
2005-06, for over a decade, 
only I wo Goans were a tile Ln 
crack entrance exams for the 
Indian Institutes of Technology 
(117% The numbers began 
picking up only after coaching 
classes appeared on the scene 
from 2005 onwards and ii is 
not only with the HTs h but the 
state has seen very few being 
able to compete a l an all India 
level, 

G P Ehat p principal of the 
District Institute for Educational 
Training (DIET] and former 
di reel or of I lie Si me Council for 
Educational Research and 
Training [SCERT) believes that 
Goa nol following l he NCFRT 
syllabus on par with the 
national level up to 2006 was 
one of main reasons. Project 
director for Goa, Sasva Shiksha 
Abhiyan, P R Nadkami, on the 
other hand, ihinks sha* I he 
state's small population of 
students, as compared to other 
slates, means I here's nol 
sufficient competition, 

HEW APPROACH 10 PRIMARY 
EDUCATION FACES MANY TESTS 

New Delhi 

Sanjana Bhambhani, 9, has a 
vague idea of what a test is. 

She ihinks hard before 
answering. "You get a sheet of 
paper," she says, and pauses, 
"they ask you to finish \i off in 
one hour or something". The 
reason why Ibis student of Shri 
Ram School, VasanL Vihar, New 
Delhi, doesn't know about tests 
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is because she has never hern 
tested. Instead of tesi scores, her 
school sends home reports that 
contain a personal profile, 
remarks from subject teachers, 
and an exec l -sheer type record 
other performance in yoga, 
physical education, art and craft, 
music arid d an ce- 
ll is this type of assessment of 
primary school children (age 
group 5-11] that the National 
Council of Educational Research 
and Training, or NCERT, is trying 
to popularize among teachers of 
both private and government- 
run schools. The organization's 
director, Krishna Kumar, who 
revamped school curriculum in 
2006, even taking on Parliament 
in the process, wants teachers ia 
move away from examinations 
to continuous, daily assessment. 
To guide teachers on how to 
switch over from the old test 
score-based sysk-m, NCFRT has 
released source books or 
guidelines on assessment which 
ask teachers io prepare a child's 
profile, maintain a portfolio of 
his work, and write qualitative or 
descriptive statement's of a 
child's work. The source books 
will be publicized and supplied 
to schools in the next l wo years, 

STUDENTS GET DETAILS OF EXAM 
MARKS 

Maharashtra 

for millions of students, the 
battle to know details of their 
performance in board exams or 
competitive entrance icsts has 
ended, in a landmark judgment 
lhaf will change how 


examinations are conducted in 
l he country, the Central 
Information Commission has 
niled that exam-conducting 
authors* ecs rnusi usher in 
transparency and pro vide 
question -wise marks awarded to 
candidates under the Right To 
Information Act. The ruling will 
bring cheer to India's large 
sludent population, which has 
been fighting for access to copies 
of answer sheets ever since the 
Rigiis To Information Act was 
passed. 

INDIA'S MOST INNOVATIVE 
SCHOOL TEACHERS 2008 

Uttar Pradesh 

1 7 B teachers from 53 schools in 
the city convened for a 'Teaming 
by Discovery* workshop and she 
fata Consultancy Services- 
Educat ion World Teachers Awards 
200 B t on November 18, Eight 
primary and secondary school 
teachers from across l he country 
-were felicitated for being Indian 
most innovative primary and 
secondary teachers for I hr year 
ZtHJft: 

■ Nomita Roy. Vasaint Valley Scftoef (Delhi) 

* lodrari Singfi.ADLS Sunshine School 

(Jamshedpur) 

■ Sangita Gupta. Study Hail College 
(Lucknow) 

■ Mu vi ka Voiira. Vasant V^l ey School 
(Delhi) 

■ Mysore Sri Durga, Bharatiya Vidya H ha van 
Public School (Hyderabad) 

■ Shamirn Siddi-q Laki?anl F Children's 
Academy CM a lad) 

* Preetha Balaftrishtian, St. Antfiosiy Higher 
Secondary School (Cochin) 

■ V. takshmi Gandhi, Abtuin^Vidyasaya 
English Medium High School (Pune) 


MATE SC AH ON SCHOOL TEXTS 

New Delhi 

Human resource develop me nl 
m busier Arjun Singh has asked 
officials to speed up plans to 
introduce a central panel armed 
with legal powers to question 
publishers and schools on 
textbooks alleged to be 
spreading communal h acred, fhe 
National Textbook Council will 
specifically target books used at 
schools run by *he R ashtray a 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and 
ils affiliates, top government 
officials said. 

However, while it can eall 
publishers and schools to 
question contents of a textbook, 
the council cannot order any 
itti loti against them if it finds 
the textbooks are indeed 
spreading disharmony. "The 
council can only counsel, not act 
against the publisher or school," 
a source said. Arj tin's prod 
follows a letter to him and Prime 
Minister Manrtiohan Singh from 
chemicals and fertilisers minister 
Ram Vilas Paswan last week, 
urgently seeking their 
intervention In preventing 
textbooks used in RSS schools 
from “fabricating history" 

http:// 203.200.40. 16 1 : 6 1 / 1 nfoedu /active 
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B SRI (Ml* SWAMl was a film editor from the FTII. Pune. New she writes poetry 
and lintiun and brings up her son. Her [ini Election ot poetry. A ftdUCtant 
St/™™/, was published by The Saisitya Akadeiifti in 201)7. Three booits for very 
young cblSdren are due to tre published by Pratnam taler this year. 


WWW.MirrDFIELDS.irt 


*009 RRST 0 UM(TfB MINOR ELDS SI 


FREEZE FRAME 




END NOTE 



One Kind of Heko 

We do not need to proselytize either by our speech or by our writing. We con only da so 
really with oar lives . Let our lives be open books for oil to study. - m.K. Gandhi 


I recently met a US-returned friend! 
a! the airport,, arsd while we 
waited for our baggage, we got 
talking about EJ a rack Obama's 
inauguration. My friend was sharing 
how everyone there, himself 
included, just couldn't get enough of 
hint. The minutest Obama detail was 
h in formations Don t .you chink mis is 
blown out of proportion?* 1 asked 
with, some exasperation. "Oh, it 
certainly is' said he, 'But Obama has 
given the world hope. And that's a 
big thing.* 

At a time when we have witnessed 
mind-numbing terrorist attacks on 
live IX and the world is 
experiencing the worst economic 
recession in two generations - the 
need for hope Ls unarguable. Where 
do we find hope? Who do we turn 
to? What do you tell your children 
about what is happening, and what 
it may mean for their future? It's 
been on my mind. I’m sure its been 
on the minds of others. 

Some years ago, I did a piece of 
research to explore why young 
people of similar talent and privilege 
differ in their appetite for 'good 
work". Good work, in this case, being 
defined as work that apart from 
being of good quality w r as also 
soc i al ly relev a nt an d impa cted 
society more than the regular, more 
fancied professions. I also decided to 
check if these L good workers' had 
any role models from whom they 
drew inspiration. 

In the findings, two things struck me 
most. First, the role of early 
experiences in the choices people 
make. Almost all good workers" 
narrate early experiences with adults 


they looked up to that left a mark on 
them. One spoke of his father 
encouraging him to do away with 
flashy birthday parties and visit an 
orphanage each year to donate 
money. Another spoke of regular 
community meetings she attended 
with her parents, Even without 
reading too much into these 
testimonies, I had a distinct sense 
that an early sensitization to a world 
beyond their own had an important 
role to play in their worldview and 
ultimately their work choices. 

Second, it was remarkable to me that 
most young people were unable to 
decisively name a role model for 
themselves. Apart from the regard 
for their own parents, and the odd 
mention of Narayan Murthy. for the 
most pan young Indians did not 
have a hero or ideal they could turn 
to for inspiration. I specifically 
probed for Gandhi, and found that 
most respondents were unable to see 
the relevance of his life and work in 
the modem day. There was really no 
one, I couldn't help be reminded of 
the Simon EJ GarfunkeTs 
unforgettable lines: u Where have you 
gone Joe DiMaggio? Our nation 
turns its lonely eyes to you. 71 

Societies need heroes. A society 
that's being tested cannot do without 
heroes. It is often said that people gd 
the leaders they deserve. But a closer 
look suggests thai there is only really 
one kind of leader Tn his classic The 
Hero wilh Thousand Fares Joseph 
Campbell E races the archetypical 
hem across eu! lures, across hislory, 
A hen), says Campbell* is known no! 
by who he is, 3 ml by bis journey. A 
journey marked by ihree clearly 
identifiable characteristics: forsaking 


the easy present to embrace a new 
world (like Gautam Buddha did); 
engaging and persisting in I he halElc 
for righi, no mailer whal ihc cost 
(like Arjun eventually did); and 
returning lo the people wilh a 
message of hope (like Rama did, 
perhaps). And then Ihc cycle repeals. 
This journey is true not only for our 
own mythical heroes - hut lor Moses, 
King Arthur,, or even Si in ha for that 
matter. 

Utile surprise ih a I in cultures around 
Ihc world there is value all ached to 
lelling ihcse slorics io I he young. 
One sometimes wonders why so 
many of these tales are not always 
pleasant or Innocent- This is the way 
the adult world prepares its young - 
with m essages o f en ga gement r 
persistence, conquest hope 
survival essentials in the world they 
will grow in to- 

Much before I became a father, an 
older person dealing with teenage 
children told me. J 'Ti!I Ehey are ten r 
ibey listen to everything you say. 
Then onwards they do the exact 
opposite." Cynical as it mighi sound, 
ihere is a useful message I here. Whal 
we share wilh our young children 
could make all I he difference. I 
would go a step beyond ami say 
d oi n g- w i i h - 1 hem, is as i m port a n l as 
sharing- with Ehcm. That lime wont 
come back. 

And yes Mr. Obama, ihc messa ge of 
hope isjusl otic of lhe ihree lesEs of 
hero. Lets see you forsake, engage, 
anti conquer. Then you will enter (he 
grandmothers' tales. ■ 

Ashish Raj pa I is Lhe CEG 
of Oscaveri Education 
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